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Until the late 18th Century, Ratby was primarily

an agricultural settlement with villagers mainly

employed on the land, many by the principal

land owners, the Stamford family.  Former farm

buildings including some timber framed from

the medieval period are well represented and

form an important part of the character of the

Conservation Area.

With the Enclosure Act of 1770 many tenant

farmers lost their livelihood and sought

employment as framework knitters in the

hosiery industry.  The village became a major

centre for this industry and within the historic

core there are examples of stockingers

cottages, 19th century frameshops and a large

early factory in Stamford Street . 

During the Victorian and Edwardian periods the

village rapidly expanded.  Domestic properties

were often built around jitties and yards where

they were constructed in tight groups, fragments

of which have survived.  Of particular interest

is the frontage to Sills Yard.  Public buildings

from this period include the Methodist Chapel,

the village school and the Church Halls. 
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Buildings associated with 
the Hosiery Industry

1 Frame Knitters Workshop

2 Stockingers Cottages

3 Frame Knitters Workshop  

4 Frame Knitters Workshop

5 Frame Knitters Workshop

Important historic buildings
7 War Memorial
8 Ratby Primary School
9 Church Rooms  

10 13 Former Village Blacksmiths
11 Methodist Chapel
12 Birthplace of Samuel Deacon

Historic yards
1 Harrisons yard
2 Post Office yard
3 Sills yard  
4 Stamford Arms yard
5 Pump Square
6 Cods Head yard

Former Farms
A Box Tree Farm   
B Pear Tree Farm
C Bulls Head  
D The Plough  
E Hollybush Farm
F Nook Farm G Woodley Farm
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Medieval timber framed buildings
1 Pear Tree Farm
2 Bulls Head
3 Orchard Cottage (85 Main St)  
4 50 Main Street
5 103 Main Street
6 Woodley Farm



found in several farmhouses and farmyard buildings in the
conservation area although often concealed behind Victorian
brick frontages. When the population expanded in 19th century,
land restrictions crowded workers cottages into jitties and yards.
These give parts of the village a highly distinctive appearance. 

The traditional commercial centre of the village is centred on
Main Street and extends from Berry’s Lane to its intersection
with Desford Lane.  The village is fortunate in retaining four
corner entry shops with their traditional shop front intact.  

Building Style, Scale, and Detail
Traditional two storey houses on the back edge of the
pavement or with small front gardens are a characteristic of
the area.  There is no dominant building style, but buildings in
general have simple rectangular plans, slate covered gabled
roofs and flat elevations with an occasional single storey bay.
In some instances, the roof space forms a third storey with
gable windows, but this is not common. The use of red
brickwork of various tones above stone or blue brick plinths
provides a consistent appearance to the area.  Where the
buildings have been given a smooth rendered finish, they
retain a distinctive pleasant appearance. 

Common details include brick chimneys, dentil eaves courses,
regular segmental arched window openings, decorative tiled
ridges and brick and slate external steps.   Barge boards, in
the main, are restricted to public buildings.

Traditional Building Materials
The principal building materials in the conservation area are
red brick and stone. In some cases walls have been rendered
but this is not a traditional material.  The brickwork is laid in a
Flemish bond.  The roofs of several older buildings are covered
in Swithland slate laid in diminishing courses.  There is also
widespread use of Welsh slate particularly on the late
nineteenth century cottages such as those on Station Road.
Welsh slate should be used on new development.  Imported
or reconstituted slates or concrete roof tiles are not part of the
historic palette of materials and are not appropriate for new
development in the village.

In some cases houses have retained their original windows.
Timber vertical-sliding sash windows are characteristic of the
more distinguished houses while traditional vernacular cottages
have full height casements or Yorkshire sash windows. Lintels
are either of flat stone or segmental arches in brick and sills are
constructed with either chamfered brick or stone. There are also
good examples of panelled doors, some with fanlights above. 

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING POSITIVELY
TO THE CONSERVATION AREA

Setting
The village is relatively isolated and is surrounded by open
countryside and woodland.  Large areas of traditional ridge and
furrow particularly to the north west play an important part in the
historical setting of the settlement.  Views into and out of the
Conservation Area are largely dictated by local topography.  There
are wide panoramic views of the nearby countryside from the
churchyard towards the west and south-east. In the Conservation
Area the most extensive views are often across rooftops and
between buildings.  These reveal the dramatic topography of the
area, the exposed position of the church, the almost universal use
of slate covered roofs and the prevalence of brick chimneys.

Gateways
From the north, high stonewalls and trees give the historic core a
distinctly separate rural appearance. From the west, Desford Lane
winds through the countryside to enter the conservation area at
Box Tree farm. Along Station Road, the entrance is characterised
by long stone walls, the Methodist chapel and Geary's Victorian
bakery buildings.

Character Statement
The village developed as a small hill top settlement around the
Parish Church   It later spread down the valley westwards where
further farms were built along Main Street. The church has
retained its dominant position and stands on a prominent open
green space visible from several important vantage points within
and around the settlement.

The conservation area extends around the intersection of the
roads from Markfield, Groby, Desford and Kirby Muxloe.  The
principal influences which have defined the historic core of the
village are farming and the hosiery industry.

Appearance
From the earliest period of its history, most land and buildings
within and around the village were retained in the ownership of
the Stamford family as part of the Bradgate estate.  This remained
the situation until the break-up of the estate in 1921.  The early
farms were tenanted.  Although originally single storey timber
framed structures with thatched roofs they have been
subsequently raised to two storeys. There is a significant lack of 3
storey buildings in the area.  Evidence of timber frame has been
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sites identified in the detailed analysis of the area as opportunity
or neutral sites; it may involve physical proposals or the
application of sensitive, detailed development control over
extensions and alterations. Areas which warrant special attention
for enhancement are marked on the Conservation Area plan. 

GENERAL CONSERVATION AREA
GUIDANCE, PLANNING CONTROLS
AND POLICIES
To maintain the distinctive character and appearance of the
Ratby Conservation Area it will be necessary to:

• Retain listed buildings and buildings of local interest. 

• Ensure new development contributes positively to the 
character or appearance of the Conservation Area: 
siting, scale, design and materials used.

• Ensure house extensions satisfy the Borough Council's 
Supplementary Planning Guidance.

• Resist development proposals in the key areas which have 
been identified.

• Ensure the consistent application of positive, sensitive and 
detailed development control over proposals to alter former 
farm buildings, yards and jitties.

• Ensure important views of the church and out into the 
countryside, are protected.

Special attention should be given to the desirability of preserving
or enhancing the appearance of a Conservation Area. Planning
applications in Conservation Areas are separately advertised.
The principal effects of the designation of a Conservation Area
are summarised as follows:

• Consent is required for the total (or substantial) demolition of 
any building (exceeding 115 cubic metres).

• Applications for outline planning permission are not normally 
acceptable. Full planning applications are likely to be required.

• Planning permission is required for 

1) the external cladding of any building with stone, artificial 
stone, timber, plastic or tiles.  

2) alteration of the roof which results in its enlargement. 

3) a satellite dish on chimney, wall or roof fronting a highway.

• The design of all new shop fronts, advertisements and security 
grills should be in accordance with the Council's Shopping 
and Shop Front Design Guide.  

• Anyone proposing works to a tree in a Conservation Area must 
give six weeks written notice to the local planning authority.

These requirements do not cover all aspects of control in
Conservation Areas and you are advised to contact the Local
Planning Authority.

Chimney stacks are also distinctive surviving features and these
are particularly important in skyline views across the village. 

Boundary Treatments
Numerous stone boundary walls with brick copings which
terminate at openings in brick piers with slate copings.  They
provide a strong sense of enclosure and distinct local identity.

Contribution of Spaces and Natural Elements
The traditional terraces on the back edge of pavements have
restricted open space within the street scene and mature trees
are extremely limited in the village.  The exception is found
within more recent development from the 1930's and post war
periods where houses are set back behind front gardens often to
accommodate private drives and car parking areas.  

The extensive green space around the church is the principal
visible open space within the conservation area extending as far
as Main Street and Berry's Lane. This forms a distinctive open
break in the street scene which provides the contrast between
enclosure and openness and contributes significantly towards
the area's character.  The space also provides an attractive
setting to the listed church and makes a valuable contribution to
the open rural character of this part of the Conservation Area
ensuring long distance views of this important building from
surrounding streets and countryside.

FACTORS HAVING A NEGATIVE
INFLUENCE ON THE CHARACTER
OF THE CONSERVATION AREA

Buildings of Poor Visual Quality
Within the area, modern development, particularly at the western
end of Berry’s Lane and on Church Lane, detract from the
prevailing scale, form and grain of the Conservation Area. These
are, typically, detached houses, often bungalows, set back behind
front gardens, often dominated by garages and car parking. 
Where minor alterations have been made to historic buildings,
the cumulative effect has had an adverse impact on the
character and appearance of the conservation area. These
changes have included asymmetrical roofs, dormer windows,
replacement plastic windows and doors to non-traditional
design, concrete roof tiles and sheeting in place of natural slate;
and a proliferation of shop front signs. 

Enhancement
The enhancement of the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area can be defined as the reinforcement of the
qualities providing the special interest, which warranted
designation.  It may be through the sympathetic development of

Pear Tree Farm


