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The Aim

Through this leaflet the people of Barwell and Eard Shilton
aim to record and commemorate the important male that

the Boot and Shoe mdustry has played in the
dewelopment of thesr villages.

Chily 50 yeRFs Ao, thslF soreals iastled WiEl wisvenm and
an on Chsdr way o work i the Boot and Shoa lactorles
and the [aabwedr Chey Made Wwat wWorm by peaplbs Arisnd
e waoerhl Troeni Russka oo Sauth Afrsch. Today only Dwo
caumpanies remmdaln g thie Tactories have been tilon over
by other industries or swen demalished. On this trall pou
are invited bo pain o plimpse af their past and ansure thedr
| mdlustrial hermtage is Aot lorgoiiemn Juna 2000



[ 'he History

Boot and Shoe Factories .a::fB.f:z rwell

Why did the boot and shoe trade develop in our

villages?
In the 1360 Leicester boot and shoe manufacturers moved
part af thelr production process to the area,

Leather uppers were it and dosed in oty factories with willage
outworkers makdng and finkhing the shoss In thelr homes,
barns or garden sheds. Known as ‘basket-worl, this was the
wsual menthod of mamlacture unedl tha late B0 whon local
factories became the rule, The sarliest factory n the county
ourside Lekcester was started |n threse cottages on thae main
read through Earl Shilton, By 1098 there were |2 shoe
manufacturers in Eard Shilton and 11 In Barssell,

Fhaingmiph weth permasion of Mr [ Besn

Hard working conditions

Conditions were hard, worloers in the |880% had to pay £1 down
and worked the first month before recelving wages, Up o 1895
workers had to buy their own rivets and tacks from the factory
iremers, This led to the growth of Independent hardware shops in
bath willages offering cheaper materials. As a concession the shoo
worlnrs wers alloeed to send out for V1 pint of beer to dreink whila

they were worlking!

Boot and Shoe Operatives Union

The hard conditions led to the growth of the Barwall branch
of the Boot and Shoe Operatives Linion in the early [B80%.
There was a lock-out |In the indestry in |8%5 bocavse of
resentment over bad factory conditions. Dwring the dispute
the Linion held mectings In the CoffeeHouse In Barsell High
atreet and paid lock-aut money to the men who were oot of
work for 10 wealos.

The 20th Century

The area becams & major centrs of production, manufacturing
booty for the army during the |stWorld War. At their paak in
thi warly 1950%, the factorles of Barwell Eard Shilton and
Hinchdey produced ower T million pairs of shoes per year.

However in the 1970, forelgn competition made shoo
production unecenamle and within 10 years the industry had
collapsed leaving only two shoe companles and the factory
bulldings to mark the industry's passing,

I. Harry Lucas Goowe Lane, 5. Hall and Geary Kirkiy
ol Ml Skrese. Dostroped by fire Rasd Made boyas ard girls Boot
Hora drawn fre engne came and shoes. M Hall lved cppoits
the factory at 2 hosme called
Bavena. The company went
mankrupe in the 1950k

Irzims Hisst klay §o put out che blaze

L Bennett and Company The
Barracks. Evtablafed in FERS by
Caleh Bennec. Made women

&, H Grewenck Arthur Sohest
medim grade fshion shoes

Founded by Herry Grawcack,
mickramed 'Mazry  Mads boypy e
girls Booty asd shases. Harey
bdcuiig & "chcker’ lor Debsrge

Ward when hin business was
EahEn avar 0 cha P00 Hae wled
o ke |esther Momse in &
whealbarrow  amd  recdre ik

finished wark o tho faceory

3. G Geary Stpkeeon Line, Mids

army bocas durisg e Yerkd Yar
and wert Bankonpe in tha 15300
Arthasr Dudasry bl o skiEte alliy o
thie back of the fectary i tha
VB i o pneend o remening hia
WrDErE L‘ﬂl'l!l'.('.i[!:llll Wi
frequesaly held far o galos af de
o dish of wripe

s H Garivr Arthur
Sirsstifisggalinld Aosd On the
Thiiraday of Barwel Sepinmber
Falr, all e childran ligd frae Fduey
pald o oy Hirry Garniar, ¥Wiers
bankrupe in the 1930%

4, SP-En:IPg Eirkby Aoad The Barwell Produc e Sodecy was founded as
1 cooperativs in 13980, The workers gt doswn £5 each tooscre the e dn
&35 it wai Feramed tha 5|:IErE|:‘E Heowatr Mamdacturning Company and
moved to Kirky Rioad, i wasy meen over @ s 9507
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&  Hodgkin and Powers
{Eonfedence Works)  Archur
Sbreer. Fade boys and girls shoes
The business was zald in the
=11

9. Gearpge Ward Lid Asibor
Sireat'Kingafinkl Rasd Georps
Ward set up bauness i 1H94
He was avwarded the Milgary
Meidal in the st Woarld YWar

Him  business ecparsded in

{E:} Astiiie In thain Claisd | 985

v degtiiash wiin P BGak over
4 Barverdl Mecbarias sl ey
becarms @nd al the country's
Lirgeit insmiaitiirers. He pui the
dewin b his shill and knowledge of
keather, poping hin bils within &
wank, painig poced diseounty and
hil kiyweard praduction’, Ward’s
supplind Colin  Cowdray  with
erichit Bocds shie 19 and wan the
Brir baciary in Enplasd o ke
traindrs! They tureesd down a
coriract (o make Dog Marisns a3

thay dida’y think thars wan much
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Boot and Shoe Manufacturer’s
Anociation

Mr B Harvey, Mr S ¥aason

ld. Colsy Brothers Dusgans
Lane. Peooed lar their ‘place lid
pacet ap shoes for man' pade
fram Abysinrean goatskin

18, Harvey, Harvey and
Campany Fearge  Soreet
grathers Willam and Enos
Harvey began manufacruring boys
and girks shoes circa | 900, maving
o Georpe Street i 1930 Famous
clienty mcluded Pacula Clark,
breding sfaaes for Tony Alcock and
coloored juede shoes for pop

group Shereaddywaddy

1. Amos Moors &
Cormpany King Screst. One of
the Earllesr o meanuliciurdre

E-Du!_l'll: by Hurvey, Hirvey bmd T
during the 1930, Pow camad Ly
Ciavid Spenco,

12. Maidds and Moore Shilion
Roszl, Extablinvhed 1920 Made
Eayn, girls andd lackey shoes,

13, Mey Brothers Hill Streec
Sald i 1931 Made boys and gris




Boot and Shoe Factories of Earl Shilton

EEERans

1. | B Grovecnck and Sons Lid
Chairich Seraet.  Teade mark
Miuraan’; Mir GQréwcoCh  wak
knaws far canstantly smoking o
pigss

= i i '!" !'.
A

L T Whicmore and Sons Lixd
Hill Top. Faunded [E7D- 1877
Emplayed 130 and produced
b.000 shoes per week at its peak
Chosed 1394

1. LW Wanlel & Son, Highlies
Mill. Eeata Lanu
Erpliped 65 in 1920

making boata har

the Fussiam Aremy

d, Ladkin and Son (the
Valderta) Koaws Lane. Originally
a heal manufacurer,  Larer
produced lidies wide ficting
gualcy shoes.,

5. ) Licis (Reliant Waorks)
Hipgh Sereat Wheleialer (Fronoge
i lver adhrian)

&, | Worthingtan aml Co
Wviast Soreet

.
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STATIOR
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Y. H Orton and Sons - Baot
Manufactures  Cford Street
Founded = 1?17, The onky
surwiving shoe factary n Earl
Shilcon, Ovigimally  manifadgiiced
hoteiled boots, now  supplies
specialist  shos ||||_'||||||||“ n:lll
shoes for Laura Diavie
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il TR

B. W H Cattai and Sani Lid
Higrit Rawd, Evtablinked 1397
Ermplapud BOT in 1520 The strest
wimdd B Pooded with woarkesi
wakliig o ¢yeling Baima  velign

wark itcppad at 800 pm

|7, Eapoughs Ltd Rossendue
Homd

I8, W Bird and Co  Hindiey
Ropad Esmblished |88L. Brand
rigere TR

. )W Watrs (Empire Works)
Mg Sroer Produced booo for
Risaie Crosachks and sdported
1o Sauch Adrica

1B, E Pinchess and Co Lid
Highfield Sareet  Produced
Beacon'brand ared 'Lhiliny Shoes'.

15, A Abbore Led | Mow
St Founded | B0

1l E Pinchess Lid Possendale
Foad. Pdow Brocoealire Hatiery,

12, E PFinchess Lid Mes Soreet
Bdow Breconshire Hosiery,

13. R Loxley anl Co Mow
Sereet. Became Yaniyy Bax fagicry
iy g e boaxg.

14, Chelsea Row  Hncliey
Fogand Interesting  Framework

kiitbirs cottapuy it arcund 1380
welth largs Bva gt airched wirckorey
opereng ko gromed]  oar work
P Early pubwaikers workihop
Towr ‘Lt waark [0 onidar fard The
Torgrunng of e faisry

Id. Earowghs Ltd Pdew Streec
Founded in 191% by Olever Esough
who prevoesly owned o dlipper
factmry in the Rowsendsle Valley
Made chidrens sfippers and
sancii In 1934 all 1000 emplopess
were t@ken to Biackpool o
celebrate Mroand Mre Estoughi
poidian wedding In 1936 Estoupta
planesred the insallacion &f ™nic
while you work’- the frif 6 the
thoe trade o do 0 Frodoced
ilippers - to be attachied o
ghcmicaly Fexied flpihg Sule los
2nd Warld War bosmber erews and
cogs for women ‘woraaid @ tha
munitors faciories. Thela werd
lacer produced for rafugses n
Europe. The fachary wal mbulls in
190 but dosed 1589,






