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AGENDA 

Hearing session for Matter 3:  Employment and Retail Provision; Town Centre 
Regeneration 
Reference should be made to the list of initial issues and questions (lettered) 
circulated in February.  Discussion at the hearing will focus on the degree to 
which the initial questions have been addressed.  Any supplementary questions 
are identified (in italics) under the relevant agenda item. 

Participants wishing to raise any other points arising from the Supplementary 
Statements should, if possible, inform the Inspector in advance of their intention 
to do so. 

1. Employment land provision (Questions a. to c.) 
 
What is the Experian study to which the Council refer in paragraph 1.7 of 
their statement? 
 
Is it true to say that because the identification of ‘need’ for employment land 
in the SUEs is seen in terms of what the market will support that there will 
inevitable me more commuting to nearby employment centres than 
envisaged when the Core Strategy was prepared?  To what extent does that 
weaken the sustainability credentials of the proposals? 
 
What is the likely timescale for employment development? 
 
Will employment developments planned elsewhere within the journey to work 
area, especially within a short distance of the AAP area, reduce the need to 
travel over the plan period?   
 

2. Skills development (Question d.) 
 

The Council have not really addressed my question as to whether it is 
appropriate to include a policy of this kind within a statutory planning 
document. 
 

3. New retail provision in the neighbourhood centres (Questions e. and f.) 
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The Council have not responded to my question about timing of the 
development of the neighbourhood centres. 
 
It is not clear from EB17 on what basis it is assumed that the increase in 
population will result in an increase in footfall, and turnover, in the existing 
centres.  Might it not be equally likely, as one representor suggests, that 
most people would shop in their nearest superstore? 

 
4. Town Centre Regeneration and the Public Realm (Questions g. and h.) 

 
Without a firmer policy requirement for contributions towards improvements 
in the public realm how can the council be confident that these will be 
achieved? 
 
The Proposed Change to the Infrastructure Schedule revised does not refer in 
the new ‘comments’ column to contributions from the bodies mentioned in 
paragraph 4.4 of the Council’s Supplementary Statement.  Is there a reason 
for that?  
 
   

	  




