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Executive Summary 

I. This Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Facilities Strategy draws upon the issues identified 

within the Hinckley and Bosworth BC Playing Pitch Assessment Report (August 2018), which 

evaluates the adequacy of provision for football, cricket, rugby, hockey, tennis, golf and bowls 

across the Borough. It seeks to address the issues identified and sets out the priorities for the 

future delivery of facilities for these sports for the period 2018 - 2036. 

Vision 

II. The strategic vision of HBBC and its partners is that; 

‘The Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS)will help secure access to high quality opportunities for sport 
and recreation across the borough, contributing to the improvement of the health and well-being 
of communities.  The Strategy will help to ensure that the planning policies in the Hinckley and 
Bosworth Local Plan are based on a robust and up-to-date assessment of the needs for outdoor 
sports facilities.’ 

III. Table 1 overleaf summarises the issues identified that the strategy seeks to address; 
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Table 1 - Key Issues for Strategy to Address 

Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

Cricket 

Protection of existing cricket pitches is required 

The number of facilities is largely adequate, but levels of play on some sites is high and there is limited spare capacity at peak 
time. There are also low levels of participation in junior and female cricket, which if addressed, may see demand rise in future 
years 

Availability of facilities for training (particularly off field) is poor. Few sites contain playable non-turf wickets / nets. This is a key 
issue for development as well as club satisfaction and is the immediate priority. 

There are some site-specific quality issues to be addressed (maintenance /machinery / pavilion). 

There is an aspiration to continue to support increases in participation in cricket. This may have a knock-on impact for the longer 
term development of facilities. 

Tennis 

There is a need to retain appropriate facilities to ensure that a strong infrastructure is maintained for tennis in Hinckley and 
Bosworth 

There are opportunities to increase the use of public courts through the introduction of new and innovative ways of providing 
access to facilities 

There is a need to support clubs in the improvement of their facilities – this might include relocation or expansion for Hinckley 
Tennis Club, as well as qualitative works to Sport in Desford 

There is a desire to support initiatives to increase the number of tennis players across the Borough. This will include enhancing 
marketing and promotion, working with schools and seeking to develop new participation initiatives at public parks. 

Bowls 

There is a need to address recent decline and subsequently increase participation in order to ensure that the existing 
infrastructure remains sustainable. There are significant opportunities to promote bowls to a wider target audience and to 
increase the social and health benefits derived from bowls 

There is a need to protect existing greens to ensure that that there are sufficient facilities to meet future demand 

Quality issues have been identified at several sites that may impact on current and future participation if not addressed. There is 
a need to ensure that clubs have a strong enough awareness of maintenance practices, and that ongoing training and monitoring 
is undertaken. Succession planning should also be considered. 

Golf 

There is a need to retain the existing golf courses and golf driving ranges 

There is potential to develop a pay and play course targeting new golfers 

There is requirement for practice / coaching facilities with casual access 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

                                      

     

 
 

     
      

      
   

    
    

 
    

     
            

       
     

    
 

    

   
 

 
  

 

     
      

       
      

 
 

    

  
   

     
   

 
    

     
     

     
   

    
 

    

     
        

  

    

    
        

 

        
       

        
   

 
    

Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

Rugby 
Union 

There is a need to protect the existing facilities that are available for rugby union clubs 

There are some capacity issues at clubs which need to be addressed if future participation is not to be inhibited. While there is 
scope to enhance maintenance to improve capacity at all sites, investment into drainage is also required at both Hinckley RFC 
and Market Bosworth RFC. Capacity issues at Hinckley RFC cannot be dealt with by improvements to maintenance alone and a 
feasibility study into the provision of a 3g pitch (and / or access to further grass pitches) is therefore also required. 

On pitch training is generally focused on one pitch, generating overplay and creating compaction. There is a need to increase the 
amount of floodlit pitches available to ensure that all clubs are equipped to manage on site training. 

Issues relating to both training and grass pitch capacity for matches mean that there may be opportunities to create a 3g AGP 
that is suitable for rugby union. The level of action needed to address other issues will be dependent upon whether proposals to 
deliver a 3G pitch are successful. 

The ancillary facilities available to rugby clubs are also in need of improvement, with investment required at both Hinckley RFC 
and Burbage RFC 

Football 

There is a need to protect all existing football pitches due to the pressures that currently exist on the facility stock 

There are concerns about the role of unsecured sites - several school bases hosting large clubs are unsecured. Loss of these 
sites would generate further gaps in the facility stock and would destabilise clubs. Maintaining relationships with these providers 
is crucial. 

There are pressures across the grass pitch stock and insufficient pitches overall, particularly for youth and 9v9 teams. Several 
clubs are at capacity and more are approaching this level. There is also a clear lack of facilities for training, which is exacerbating 
the pressures on the grass pitches. There is an aspiration to address this through the provision of a network of 3g pitches 
creating hub sites. 

Some clubs are required to improve their facilities in order to meet with ground grading criteria. 

There are quality issues at numerous sites and the quality of pitches is perceived to be deteriorating amid concerns about the 
maintenance of pitches. Many of the issues identified are exacerbated by heavy usage and improvements should therefore go 
hand in hand with improvements to the capacity in the borough. 

Ancillary facilities are also insufficient on some sites and there is a need to ensure that facilities are appropriate, taking into 
account health and hygiene requirements. There is a need in particular to ensure that hub sites include access to good quality 
changing accommodation. 

Linking with the FA strategy, there are opportunities to increase participation through the retention of existing players and 
development of new forms of the game. 

Hockey 

There is a need to protect facilities required for hockey - this means retaining at least one hockey pitch for club and regional 
development activity. 

There is a need to ensure that the quality of the pitch at Dixie Grammar School is retained through the continuation of 
appropriate maintenance procedures as well as the establishment of a sinking fund 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

                                      

     

       
      

Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

There is an aspiration to reignite interest in hockey across the Borough and to introduce new participants to the game. 
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IV. The resulting strategic recommendations for each sport are outlined below. The strategy action 

plan details the actions that will be required to meet these goals and the responsibilities and 

timeframes for delivery. 

Cricket 

C1; Retain the existing quantity of grass cricket pitches in the borough. 

C2: Capacity is currently sufficient at all sites to accommodate current and projected future 
demand. While there are a small number of teams displaced (3rd teams playing at other teams 
in the borough), there are also teams from outside Hinckley and Bosworth travelling in due to 
the capacity that is available. 

There is no existing evidence to suggest that further grass pitches are required to meet current 
or future demand based on current participation, however addressing low levels of participation 
in junior and female cricket remains a key priority. 

Additional capacity can be added to existing sites through the provision of non-turf wickets and 
training nets (see C3). 

C3: Support cricket clubs in the development of off field training nets and non-turf wickets to 
enhance club sustainability and improve overall performance. 

C4: Improve the quality of existing cricket pitches within the borough to ensure that they 
continue to meet with standards required for the Leicestershire and Rutland Cricket League as 
well as promoting the sport. This should include: 

 Ensuring that grounds maintenance schedules meet with ECB guidance and learning 
from best practice examples elsewhere 

 supporting required groundworks to improve quality of existing squares and outfields 
where issues are identified. This is likely to include; 

 addressing impact of public access 

 Outfield levelling 

 Work to improve condition of square 

 Improvements to the standard of club pavilions 

 Ensuring that all clubs have facilities appropriate to the standard that they play at in line 
with league regulations (sight screens etc). 

C5: Support the sustainable growth of cricket and clubs in the Borough by promoting 
communication between all of those involved in cricket. Clubs should be encouraged to join and 
share good practice to support accurate forward planning for all clubs. 

C6: Linking with the National Strategy, Cricket Unleashed, support the introduction of 
development initiatives to increase participation in cricket. 

Tennis 
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T1: Provide a hierarchy of facilities that effectively serves all types of tennis participants through 
the retention and protection of all existing public, school based and private tennis courts to 
maximise opportunities to increase the amount of tennis played in the Borough. 

T2: To maximise the use of the existing infrastructure, create a sustainable means of providing 
public tennis courts by evaluating innovative means of providing access to these facilities 
(linking with the new LTA strategy) and working with existing providers to improve access to 
current facilities. 

T3: Support clubs in the improvement of facilities where issues have been identified. 

T4: Support initiatives to increase the number of tennis players across the Borough and 
maximise awareness of the facilities that are available. Analysis demonstrates that there is 
capacity to increase the usage of facilities at all levels of the hierarchy (Public / School / Club). 

Hockey 

H1: Ensure that there remains sufficient sand based facilities to fulfil hockey need at both the 
current time and in the future by retaining at least one sand based AGP. 

H2: Ensure that the quality of pitches remains sufficient to meet the needs of hockey clubs in 
the borough 

H3: Support initiatives to introduce new participants to the game and to raise awareness of the 
sport in the Borough 

Bowls 

BG1: To ensure the existing facility infrastructure remains sustainable, support initiatives to 
increase participation in bowls across the borough. This should include work to remove several 
key barriers to participation in the sport. 

BG2: To ensure the existing facility infrastructure remains sustainable, support initiatives to 
increase participation in bowls across the borough. This should include work to remove several 
key barriers to participation in the sport 

BG3: Support clubs in the improvement of existing bowling greens where issues have been 
identified. 

Rugby Union 

R1- Ensure that all clubs have secured access to sufficient pitches and ancillary facilities initially 
through the protection and retention of the existing sites. 

R2 -Seek to address capacity issues at existing sites by adding additional capacity through 
qualitative improvements as well as new facilities where required. 

R3 - Ensure that all sites are equipped to manage on site training and that training load is 
spread over existing pitches (rather than focused on one where possible) through the effective 
provision of floodlights. 

R4 - Ensure that clubs are supported by appropriate ancillary facilities including both adequate 
changing accommodation and accompanying clubhouse 

Football 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

            

          
   

       
 

           
         

  

          
 

         
        

 

        
  

  

 
 

   

           
  

          
     

 

 

 
    

  

          
  

 
         

 

     
          

 

     
   

     

F1: Ensure that all clubs have secured access to sufficient pitches and ancillary facilities initially 
through the protection and retention of the existing sites 

F2: Maintain relationships with existing providers and ensure that formal agreements are 
secured for the long-term use of facilities. 

F3: Address capacity issues identified across the Borough through the creation of a network of 
3G AGPs to be used for both matches and training. Six AGPs are required to meet current and 
projected future demand. 

3g pitches should be provided in conjunction with full changing facilities (see F5) and ideally 
alongside grass pitches. 

Pitches should be developed in locations where they can effectively serve at least two partner 
clubs and where they can ideally contribute towards alleviating the pressures that have been 
identified on existing sites. 

F4: Ensure that grass pitches are of appropriate quality both to retain existing levels of capacity 
and to enhance player experienced. The key issues that need to be addressed include; 

 Pitch maintenance regimes 

 Drainage (frequently caused by compaction, which can be the result of a poor 
maintenance regime) 

 Pitch surface improvements 

Successful delivery of F3 (network of 3g pitches) should also contribute towards quality 
improvements as it is intended that this will reduce the level of use of grass pitches. 

F5: Ensure that the stock of facilities includes appropriate accommodation where it is wanted 
and where it is needed to comply with league regulations and Sport England Health and 
Hygiene guidelines. 

This should include; 

 Access to full changing accommodation for adult teams if desired (note that some adult 
teams seek sites with no changing in order to ensure participation remains affordable 

 Access to a minimum of toilets and handwashing facilities for younger teams 

All newly created hub sites (which are based around the 3g AGPs) should include full good 
quality changing accommodation. 

F6: Support clubs to meet ground grading requirements where progress through the league 
requires this. 

F7: Support the sustainable growth of football participation by promoting communication 
between all of those involved in football Clubs should be encouraged to join and share good 
practice to support accurate forward planning for all clubs. 

F8: Retain existing participants and deliver increased participation in line with the national game 
strategy by developing interventions that seek to: 

 Retain and support the existing affiliated male, female and disability teams. 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

            

  

   

  
 

               

            

 

 

 Boost youth female football. 

 Increase the number of over 16s playing every week. 

 Provide innovative programmes and grants to provide a range of playing opportunities in 
education, clubs, leagues and other community settings. 

V. The implementation of the strategy will be monitored by a working group. It is recommended 

that this group meets biannually. It is anticipated that this strategy will be refreshed every five 

years. 
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1: Introduction 

Introduction 

1.1 This Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Facilities Strategy draws upon the issues identified within 

the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Playing Pitch Assessment Report (August 2018), 

which evaluates the adequacy of provision for football, cricket, rugby, hockey, tennis, and bowls 

across the Borough. It seeks to address the issues identified and sets out the priorities for the 

future delivery of facilities for these sports for the period 2018 - 2036. 

Vision 

1.2 The strategic vision of HBBC and its partners is that; 

‘The Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS)will help secure access to high quality opportunities for sport and 
recreation across the borough, contributing to the improvement of the health and well-being of 
communities. The Strategy will help to ensure that the planning policies in the Hinckley and 
Bosworth Local Plan are based on a robust and up-to-date assessment of the needs for outdoor 
sports facilities.’ 

1.3 The strategy is will also seek to achieve the planning aims of Sport England, which are illustrated in 

Figure 1.1. 

Figure 1.1: Strategy Objectives 

1.4 To achieve the strategic vision, the strategy therefore seeks to deliver the following objectives; 

Objective Protect Provide Enhance 

Strategic 

Help improve health and well-being and 

increase participation in sport 

Ensure a strategic approach to playing pitch 

and outdoor sports facility provision. 

Planning 

Inform the development and implementation 

of planning policy by adding to the evidence 

base for the review of the Local Plan and 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 1 



 

 

             

    

    

    

   

   

     

     

 

 

    

  

   

      

     

   

   

   

 

     

        

      

 

   

    

      

    

   

   

       

    

  

 

 

         

        

  

           

      

    

   

   

       

             
 

Objective Protect Provide Enhance 

Inform the assessment of planning 

applications that affect playing fields or 

propose creation of new facilities 

Improve evidence to help protect and 

enhance existing provision. 

Operational 

Improve current asset management to 

ensure the most efficient management and 

maintenance of playing pitch provision 

Understand the use of current, lapsed and 

disused sites to determine whether the 

current maintenance and management 

regimes are appropriate or require change. 

Sports Development 

Identify where community use of school 

sports pitches is feasible and most needed to 

address any identified deficits in pitch 

provision 

Promote sports development and unlock 

latent demand by identifying where the lack 

of facilities might be suppressing the 

formation of teams / community needs 

Help identify future trends in sports provision 

and align this to need. 

Methodology 

1.5 This strategy and action plan have been developed in line with ‘Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance – 
An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy’ and ‘Assessing Needs and 
Opportunities Guide for Indoor and Outdoor Sports Facilities’ Sport England;2013). 

1.6 The priorities have been established through the preparation of a full evidence-based assessment 

which included extensive consultation and analysis. The Hinckley and Bosworth Playing Pitch 

Assessment (2018) contains detailed information on how the assessment was carried out, who was 

consulted and detailed sport and site-specific analysis. 

1.7 The key phases of the approach included; 

 a full audit of teams derived from, playing or wishing to play within the authority boundary; 

 identification of all sites containing formal playing fields and quality assessments of all 
community use pitches in the Borough; 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 2 



 

 

             

       
  

           
  

   
   
   

  

          

    

         

  

    

         
      

  

             

        

       

  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 a full programme of consultation with local clubs, league secretaries, National Governing 
Bodies of Sport and external stakeholders; and 

 application and interpretation of the supply and demand information in line with the Sport 
England methodology to; 

 understand the situation at individual sites; 
 develop the current and projected future pictures for each sport; and 
 identify the key findings and issues that need to be addressed. 

Strategy Development 

1.8 This is the strategy document, which draws upon the issues set out in the assessment report and 

sets out a strategic framework for the future delivery of playing pitches up to 2036. 

1.9 Recommendations and priorities have been developed following extensive scenario testing and in 

conjunction with the following key stakeholders; 

 Officers and members of Hinckley and Bosworth BC; 

 representatives of the Leicestershire FA, The Football Foundation, Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club, The ECB, the RFU, the LTA, Bowls Leicestershire and England Hockey; and 

 Sport England. 

1.10 The views of these groups have been used to shape this strategy and to finalise the action and 

implementation plan. The consultation process does not stop here - many of the identified short-

term actions involve ongoing consultation with wider groups, ensuring that any priorities 

implemented are reflective of the needs and aspirations of current pitch users. 

1.11 The key phases of the methodology and the consultation and engagement with key partners are 

summarised in Figure 1.2. 

Figure 1.2: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach 
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Context and Wider Links 

1.12 In addition to the achievement of the playing pitch specific objectives set out earlier in this section, 

the strategy also contributes to the delivery of many other national, regional and local strategic 

targets. Links between this Playing Pitch Strategy and other national, regional and local strategies 

and policies are summarised in Table 1.1. 

1.13 The assessment report provides full detail of the key issues arising in each document. 

Table 1.1: Contribution of PPS towards national and local priorities 

Objectives for the future delivery of Playing Pitches 

Protect - Ensure the Enhance - Ensure the Provide - Ensure 
quantity of pitches is quality of pitches facilities support 
sufficient to meet meets current and increasing participation 
local needs. future need. and promote sustainable 

club development. 

Strategic Documents 

National Planning Framework   

Sport England – Policy on 
Playing Fields   

Sport England: Towards an 
Active Nation   

The Football Association -

National Game Strategy for 

Participation and Development 

(2015 - 2019) 

  

Cricket Unleashed –Strategic 
Plan (2016)   

The Rugby Football Union 
Strategic Plan (2017 – 2021). 
The RFU National Facilities 
Strategy (2013 – 2017) is also 
currently being updated 

  

England Hockey National 
Facilities Strategy (2017 -
2021) 

  

Local Documents 

Hinckley and Bosworth Local 
Plan (2006 – 2026), Core 
Strategy, Area Actions Plans 
and Site Allocations and 
Development Management 
Policies DPD 

  

Hinckley and Bosworth 
Corporate Plan 2017 - 2021 

  

Hinckley and Bosworth Open 
Space and Recreational Study 
2016 

  

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 5 



 

 

             

 

  
 
   

   

 

    
 

   

 
 

   

 

         

          

      

          

        

 

         

          

      

 

      

             

         

  

              

         

          

   

      

          
        

        
      

       
 

               
            

        
          

       
   

        
       

     
           

   

Objectives for the future delivery of Playing Pitches 

Leicestershire and Rutland 
Strategy for Sport and 
Physical Activity (2017 – 2021) 

  

Leicester and Leicestershire 
Enterprise Partnership Sector 
Growth Plan – Sports and 
Physical Activity 

  

Leicester and Leicestershire 
Strategic Growth Plan 

  

1.14 Analysis of the key strategic drivers set out in Table 1.1 identifies a consistent theme around 

increasing participation and ensuring that a network of facilities is provided that can do this, both 

now and in future years as the population grows and its composition changes. 

1.15 An effective network of outdoor sports facilities can be central to the achievement of health 

improvement and participation related goals and will be key to delivering the desired outcomes of 

other strategies. 

1.16 This document will provide a sound evidence base to assist with decision making by helping to 

identify where opportunities to increase participation exist. It will also outline where there is a need 

to enhance the facility stock through both qualitative and quantitative improvements to ensure that 

participation is not constrained. 

Role of the Playing Pitch Strategy 

1.17 The end goal of this strategy is to deliver the overarching vision and achieve the specific aims and 

objectives set out on the previous pages. To do this, it is essential that provision for each sport 

continues to evolve and improve to meet with changing needs and aspirations. 

1.18 The Council is facing increased pressures across all service areas as well as considerable 

constraints on local authority budgets. The strategy and associated action plans therefore seek to 

promote the provision of appropriate accessible community infrastructure and to deliver on the 

aspirations of the local sporting community within this context. 

1.19 As such, action plans have been developed with the following principles in mind; 

 The strategy actions seek to promote and facilitate participation – it is essential to 
ensure that the types of facilities provided are those that are needed to both sustain existing 
participation and to encourage new participants into the game. There are already strong 
partnerships with clubs across Hinckley and Bosworth. The strategy seeks to ensure that this 
continues and also identifies where further marketing and communication may positively 
impact upon sport in the Borough. 

 Quality of facilities is as important as the amount of provision – the strategy seeks to 
ensure that the borough contains the right amount of facilities, of the right quality and type 
and in the right place. It supports the need to improve the quality of existing facilities and 
recognises that many of the quality concerns are exacerbated by the heavy use of the 
existing facilities. It therefore promotes the provision of an effective balance between the 
quality and quantity of facilities.  

 The strategy will seek to maximise sustainability – it will seek to build relationships 
between partners, promote good practice and deliver sustainable solutions for sport and 
recreation taking into account the challenging financial context in which facilities must be 
provided. It will seek to promote the creation of hub sites, linking together 3g and grass 
pitches, which bring together large numbers of participants to high quality facilities; 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 6 



 

 

             

       
         

   

       
        

   

               

          

 

    

    

   

          
 

            

 

          

        

     

           

         

  

      

       

       

 

 

    

      

     

     

 Pitch provision will be delivered in partnership. The strategy seeks to bring together key 
partners in the delivery of playing fields and to ensure that roles and responsibilities are 
clearly defined and effectively aligned to maximise the value of assets to the community. 

 Investment will focus upon interventions that will have the greatest impact – the 
strategy seeks to prioritise investment into sites where the highest impact will be felt and 
where high numbers of users will benefit. 

1.20 Key priorities are explored on a sport by sport basis and a site by site action list is also provided. 

Priorities have been developed following the completion of the detailed assessment, as well as 

scenario testing, which included; 

 the impact of population growth and potential impact of housing development; 

 the impact of growth aspirations of clubs; 

 the impact of improving (and not improving) the quality of sites; and 

 the impact of securing community use to key sites that are currently unsecured or 
unavailable. 

1.21 The results of this scenario testing are incorporated into the justifications for the recommendations 

where relevant. 

1.22 As outlined in the assessment report, as far as possible the strategy aims to capture all of the 

pitches within Hinckley and Bosworth. There may however be instances where a site is omitted. 

Where pitches have not been recorded within the report they remain as pitches and for planning 

purposes continue to be so. Furthermore, exclusion of a pitch does not mean that it is not required 

from a supply and demand point of view. The strategy monitoring process will ensure that the 

document is kept up to date as any omissions arise. 

1.23 It should also be noted that any sites not required to meet current and future demand for playing 

fields are not necessarily surplus to requirements as green space and should be viewed in the 

context of the evidence the up-to-date Hinckley and Bosworth Open Space and Recreational 

Study. 

Structure 

1.24 The remainder of this strategy is set out as follows; 

 Section 2 – Summary of Key Issues by Sport 

 Section 3 – Recommendations and Action Plan 

 Section 4 - Implementation, monitoring and review. 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 7 



  

  
 

            

  

 

 

 

         

            

  

         

 

        

       

       

 

 

 

2: Summary of Sport Specific Issues and Needs 

Introduction 

2.1 This section summarises the current and projected future adequacy of provision for each sport and 

the key issues that this strategy seeks to address. Further detail is provided in the supporting 

assessment report (August 2018). 

2.2 It should be noted that the key issues identified are based upon the adequacy of current provision 

to meet demand and the projected future demand. 

2.3 The baseline assessment considers the future demand using Sub National Population Projections 

(trends based) only. The impact of further population growth generated by housing development 

linking with policy in the emerging local plan will be set out later in this section. 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 8 
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Table 2.1 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address – Cricket 

Summary Assessment Findings 

Supply  There are 17 sites containing grass facilities for Cricket in Hinckley and Bosworth, providing a total of 17 pitches. There are no sites 

containing two or more cricket pitches. Four sites have non turf cricket pitches 

 The majority of grass pitches are available for community use with only the two pitches at school sites not available, those being at 

Hinckley Academy and Dixie Grammar. 

 The majority of cricket pitches are managed by clubs themselves meaning they are heavily influential in determining the quality of 

pitches provided. Despite many having security of tenure, several clubs are only renting from Parishes, limiting opportunities for funding 

and raising concerns over the longevity of provision. 

 Spatially, pitches are spread across the borough and are primarily located in the northern parishes. 

 The majority of sites for cricket are fit for purpose, although there is a range in the scale and scope provided. Many sites are held back 

by only providing basic facilities whereas others showcase a greater range of facilities including larger pavilions and training equipment. 

 There are several key quality concerns, these include, weed infestations, uneven outfields, heavy wear and tear from competing 

recreational use and overall a lack of outdoor training facilities. 

 Despite a large volume of clubs indicating that pitch quality has improved, maintenance of pitches and facilities arose as a key 

concern for many with the costs of maintenance seen as a significant barrier preventing the implementation of effective improvement 

regimes. Two clubs noted the lack of appropriate knowledge and reliance upon a limited number of club members as hindering 

maintenance procedures, whilst a lack of funding was also noted as a key hurdle to pitch and facility improvement. 

Demand 
 There are 31 adult male teams currently playing in Hinckley and Bosworth with the majority of teams playing formal cricket on a Saturday 

afternoon. Most of the remaining teams mostly playing in Sunday leagues while a small volume play midweek T20 cricket. It is notable 

that there are no dedicated girls or ladies teams meaning no female cricket occurs in the borough, this is despite participation and 

interest from school girls being high. 

 Junior cricket is relatively poorly developed with 17 teams. Junior activity is focused at a small selection of clubs however meaning 

there are still a few pathways from junior to senior cricket, this is mainly in more rural areas. Therefore 65% of all participation in cricket 

in the area is by senior teams. 

 Unmet demand in neighbouring areas has caused several teams to travel into Hinckley and Bosworth to play cricket. A small amount 

9Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

                                      

         

     

              

     

               

             

             

 

  
 

 

                 

             

     

      

              

   

                  

 

              

        

           

 

         

            

         

        

          

       

 

                

of displacement also occurs within the borough with teams from Newbold Verdon CC and Hinckley Amateur CC forced to travel to use 

overspill facilities due to insufficient pitch availability at their home grounds. 

 Decline in participation is evident across the borough with no responding clubs reporting an increase in junior or senior cricket. Clubs 

reporting a decline attribute this to a lack of interest from young local players, a shortage of caching staff and a lack of funding. 

 Casual demand for cricket is low with Langdale Park (the only facility in the borough available for casual bookings) only taking three 

pitch bookings during the 2017 season. The demand for formal cricket from the education sector is also low and this is highlighted by 

the lack of cricket facilities at school sites. Cricket at Primary school is strong however this does not typically involve the use of formal 

facilities. 

Adequacy of 
Provision 

 The overall picture across the borough is that no sites are over overplayed and almost all sites can sustain further play across the 

season. However this capacity is greatly restricted at peak times (Saturday PM) when only two sites in the Leicestershire and Rutland 

League, these being Higham on the Hill CC and Swallows Green CC, have spare capacity. Capacity is also available during peak times 

at Langdale Park, however the quality of this facility likely means it is only suitable for use in the lower divisions. 

 While there is some displacement of teams from within Hinckley and Bosworth, this is due to a lack of second ground within the club 

base and the demand is accommodated within Hinckley and Bosworth itself. 

 No responding club identified a lack of pitches as a key issue for the borough and spare capacity is evident in both the urban area and 

Northern Parishes. 

 There is no evidence of latent demand within cricket clubs and many have experienced recent decline and would therefore have the 

capacity to accommodate possible future increased activity. Future population growth is predicted to impact upon future demand with 

up to a further two junior teams predicted to be created resulting in a need to accommodate circa 14 junior matches per season. This 

should be easily accommodated within the current stock. 

 Leicestershire County Cricket Club’s plan to implement a sustainable approach to the development of cricket aims to increase 

participation levels and inspire the next generation of players. Linking with this plan, many of the cricket clubs have some aspirations 

for growth however this is mainly in the context of recent decline so many clubs are currently fighting to retain existing players. Clubs 

with significant growth aspirations have the ability to accommodate these goals within their existing infrastructure. However several 

clubs have relatively limited opportunity for club growth if demand were to arise and have scope for only one additional team. These 

clubs are; Hinckley Amateurs, Ratby, Stapleton and Stoke Golding. Therefore this showcases capacity pressures in both the northern 

Parishes and the urban area in the face of future demand. 

 It is important to note that during the 2018 season a further team, Bombay Cricket Club, will be playing in Hinckley and Bosworth at 
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Langdale Road. 

Key Issues 
for Strategy 
to Address 

 

 
 

 

 

There is a need to protect existing sites- all pitches are well used and required to sustain demand. Langdale Park provides an 

opportunity to increase cricket in the borough. 

Concerns over the security of tenure at key sites. 

Opportunities to improve maintenance at sites across the borough and a need to enhance the succession planning at all clubs. 

Quality issues (most notably poor outfield), but particularly where these are impacting club progression. 

Lack of training facilities at the majority of sites (there are no facilities at all at Barwell Sports Club, Burbage CC, Market Bosworth 

Sports Club, Stapleton Village CC, Stoke Golding CC, Langdale Recreation Ground). 

Table 2.2 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address- Bowls 

Summary Assessment Findings 

Supply  There are 11 sites containing functional outdoor bowling greens. There is one green on each site meaning that there are 11 greens 

across Hinckley and Bosworth. Five of the 11 greens are in the urban area with the remainder in the northern Parishes; poor coverage 

is seen to the west of the borough. All existing greens accommodate at least one club. 

 Site visits reveal that all existing bowling greens are functional and fit for purpose with the average quality score of 76% suggesting 

most greens are of standard quality. 

 Several sites contain social facilities such as a bar and social areas, providing a greater income and enabling investment to be 

channelled into the management and maintenance of facilities, overall improving sustainability. Many clubs highlighted the small 

clubhouses and lack of social facilities as a significant barrier to growing participation. 

 Cleanliness is the most highly rated attribute (lack of litter and graffiti) with mowing frequency also rated well. Spectator provision and 

storage, as well as grass cover were identified as key areas for improvement, with several greens exhibiting bare patches and patches 

of weeds. Several greens also require levelling to enable bowls to be played at a high standard. Many greens also demonstrated 
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thatching as well as areas of moss being present. Fusarium was also evident at Hinckley Bowls Club and Rugby Road Recreational 

Ground, the disease had been caught earlier but its original presence suggests that there are issues in the maintenance of greens. 

Around the green, channels and ditches were all well maintained. The basic infrastructure of facilities is adequate however several 

sites have poor or limited car parking which impacts on club fixtures. Parking for Hollycroft Park is either roadside or in the carpark at 

the bottom of a hill, forcing bowlers to walk up. Market Bosworth BC and Burbage Constitutional Bowls Club also only have roadside 

parking. 

The vast majority of clubs indicated they were satisfied with the current provision with any dissatisfaction mainly concerning the quality 

of facilities and their negative impact on club development. 

Varying perceptions was seen regarding green quality with grass cover and the quality of the playing surface identified as key areas of 

improvement by clubs. 

Concern was also raised surrounding the high cost of maintenance and the lack of specialist staff and training to carry out 

improvements/maintenance. 

Demand 
 

 

 

 

 

Nationally, the participation in outdoor bowls has declined over the 2005-2016 period. For Hinckley and Bosworth the participation in 

bowls is inconsistent with particularly lower levels of participation in the more urban areas. All clubs in the borough indicate they are 

actively seeking new participants. 

Across Hinckley and Bosworth there are 893 people playing bowls currently. Players mainly fall into the older age profiles of Elise, 

Arnold and Frank. There is scope to increase the amount of participation in other groups, particularly Ralph and Phyllis. There is very 

low junior participation with just 5 players aged U18 in the borough. Market Segmentation indicates 201 additional residents would like 

to participate with potential and unmet demand fairly even across the borough. 

There are no clear trends regarding membership numbers with almost equal proportions experiencing growth and decline. There is no 

clear pattern by provider type or by location, suggesting that club membership trends are site specific and unpredictable. In addition to 

playing members, there are 89 non-playing members at existing responding clubs showcasing the importance of the wider social role 

bowls plays and showing how ensuring the effective provision of spectator and social facilities is vital. 

Key challenges in relation to growing membership include; a lack of interest in bowls, the cost of playing, the perceived poor quality of 

existing facilities, a lack of caches and volunteers and the limited awareness of the existence of bowling clubs. 

Sweet Pea Bowls Club highlighted concerns about their long term security of tenure with the club bound by expensive annual fees; the 

club noted that this insecurity has negatively impacted on their ability to attract new members. They do however continue to work hard 
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to increase the number of members. 

The Governing Body of Bowls highlighted the need for greater flexibility within the sport and the need to promote new ‘short forms of 
the game including New Age Bowls and Set Play in order to increase participation. 

Adequacy of 
Provision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are no supply and demand models for bowling greens. The adequacy of provision is therefore evaluated by drawing together 

the data collected and determining the key issues impacting current and projected future participation. 

Green quality is seen as instrumental in facilitating the ongoing delivery of bowls and despite only two clubs not being satisfied with 

the existing facilities there are concerns over the skills of those maintaining the greens. Car parking and social facilities are also 

considered an essential component of bowling greens. 

There is no evidence that suggests there is a requirement for additional facilities to meet current demand with all clubs indicating that 

they have scope to accommodate additional members. 

Guidance suggests that a bowling green becomes particularly unsustainable where club memberships fall below 20 members. Data 

shows there are no greens where membership drops below this target. Membership is particularly high Hinckley Bowls Club, Kingscroft 

Bowls Club, Market Bosworth and Bridge Road highlighting the sustainability of these facilities. The average membership per green in 

the urban area is almost 60 compared to just 48 in the northern Parishes. These participation levels suggest all existing facilities are 

valuable and should be protected. Increasing the levels of participation at the clubs with lower memberships such as clubs in Bagworth, 

Barlestone and Desford is key but membership levels are not sufficiently low enough to suggest that facilities are unsustainable. 

The ageing population is likely to influence participation in bowls more so than for most sports. The number of people aged 55+ is 

likely to increase as is their propensity to participate in bowls, increasing demand and placing additional pressures on existing 

resources. 

Based upon existing club membership, demand for bowls is expected to increase by 202 players (71 players at each green) by 2036 

as a direct result of population growth. These levels are still sustainable within the existing stock. However if higher participation rates 

were used this growth would increase to 128 players per green and provision may be insufficient to meet demand. Analysis of existing 

bowls clubs represents the most accurate means of determining demand for bowling greens therefore an average of circa 71 members 

is likely to be experienced which is a healthy membership that the current stock of facilities can meet. 

Growth is unlikely to be even with sites in the urban area having a lower capacity to sustain additional growth. The scope to 

accommodate further play in Market Bosworth will also be limited, given the high levels of play already in existence. 

Key Issues 
for Strategy 

 Facility quality requires improvement- playing surface and grass cover identified as key area, several greens have bare patches and 

there is evidence of weeds.  Some greens undulating. 
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to Address  Some issues relating to ancillary facilities. 

 Opportunities to improve the quality of maintenance. There are concerns about the lack of specialist training or knowledge, cost and 

age of volunteers and a consequential need to undertake some succession planning. 

 There are opportunities to increase play at some sites in particular Bagworth, Barlestone, Sport in Desford and Burbage Constitutional. 

There are concerns about the lease at Sweet Pea Bowls Club 

 There is a need to raise awareness of bowling in the borough and to increase participation borough wide 
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Table 2.3 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address- Tennis 

Summary Assessment Findings 

Supply  

 

 

 

 

 

There are 54 active tennis courts with public/community access located at 15 sites. These courts are split between public (park) sites, 

schools and private clubs. The provision at school sites makes up more than half of all community accessible tennis courts. 16 of the 

accessible courts are floodlit. 19 of the 54 courts are located in the urban area with the remainder located in the Northern Parishes. 

The majority of courts are rated as standard (56%) with 10% of courts being rated as poor. Club based facilities are of the highest 

quality, followed by schools and park courts. The quality of these facilities is vastly different but so are the requirements they serve, 

with clubs attracting more serious players and park courts being used for more informal play. 

Spectator seating and storage are key areas of concern, however these don’t apply to all sites. Otherwise, the playing surface and 

fencing are the key areas of improvement. Several sites show cracks, weeds and uneven patches with the nets also requiring 

improvements. 

Facilities at club bases and park sites are dedicated facilities for tennis however the majority of courts on school sites are over marked 

for other sports, meaning tennis must compete with other activities. 

The three club bases of Hinckley Tennis Club, Market Bosworth Tennis Club and Sport in Desford, which all offer floodlit tennis courts, 

are well dispersed across the borough with Hinckley Tennis Club serving the urban area and Market Bosworth and Desford serving the 

west and east of the borough respectively. 

Access to park facilities is limited with only Hollycroft Park providing high quality pay and play courts plus the site at Newbold Verdon, 

the only facility in the Northern Parishes is of poor quality. Schools with accessible courts are distributed across the borough and 

provide localised opportunities for those in rural areas. However despite the fair distribution of facilities, the rural nature of the borough 

means that some residents remain outside of the catchment for tennis courts. 

Demand 
 

 

Nationally, the proportion of residents playing tennis is declining. However participation in Hinckley and Bosworth is high, with between 

2% and 5% of residents of the borough playing tennis in almost all areas. In total 1957 people play tennis with participation at least 

once per month highest by Tim, Philip and Ben. 

Those who do not play tennis but would like to are in similar groups to current participants, but there is particular latent demand from 

Philip and Tim as well as Elaine and Alison. 2081 people would like to play tennis and this data makes tennis the only sport where 
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there are more people that would like to play than actually do. 

 There are limited public tennis courts across the borough with the main facility being Hollycroft Park. There were 253 individual users 

over the period April 2016-2017. This represents a low level of use with LTA estimating that two court sites within rural areas should be 

sustaining between 500-1000 individual users each year, this implies there is significant scope to increase usage of facilities. Prices are 

on the high side of LTA average and clubs indicate they believe these prices to be a barrier to usage. There is also scope to increase 

usage at Alans Way Playing Field, the other public managed tennis site. The LTA see increasing participation in public parks as a key 

priority. 

 There is a reasonably good level of access to tennis courts at secondary schools however they receive very little promotion. Almost all 

responding schools suggest that their tennis courts are underused outside of curricular hours. This presents a great opportunity for 

tennis development. 

 Regarding club membership, there are three tennis clubs within Hinckley and Bosworth representing a strong foundation for the 

development of tennis. Membership is static however floodlight investment at Hinckley Tennis Club generated membership growth. The 

key barriers to growth for tennis are perceived to include facility restrictions (site capacity/volunteers), pressures on 

coaches/volunteers, funding issues and a lack of public facilities supporting grass roots tennis. 

 The LTA aims to ensure that rain and darkness no longer inhibits play. They therefore aim to increase the number of covered and 

floodlit courts by 50%, this draws on the importance of having floodlit and covered courts to facilitate demand. The LTA see the 

greatest opportunity for growth within 20-39 year olds and 40-49 year olds, suggesting both park courts and club based facilities will be 

key in furthering participation. 

 The quality of public courts is deemed to be essential in order to develop grass roots tennis. It is estimated that circa £1200 per annum 

should be placed into a sinking fund to enable repair works. 
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Adequacy of 
Provision 

 Considering the current and potential future participation levels there is an overall potential tennis playing population of 4038 across 

Hinckley and Bosworth, this is significantly greater than the current levels of club membership (505). 

 LTA parameters, which are used to analyse demand for tennis and to determine when facilities are at or approaching capacity, set the 

guidance for facility use at 1 court per 40 participants (not floodlit) and 1 court per 60 players (floodlit), the existing stock of active 

outdoor courts that are available for community use will serve 2480 players. According to Active People, there are 1907 existing 

players meaning that the stock of facilities is above the level required. However If the latent demand was realised (4038 players) this 

would place the provision below the levels required. A total playing population of 4038 people would therefore require an additional 39 

courts. 

 There is therefore a significant amount of additional provision needed if latent demand were to be met, particularly considering the 

evidence that suggests existing courts are not used to their full potential. 

 While there are insufficient courts within the borough to accommodate target levels of participation, there is scope to increase the use 

of existing facilities before new courts are required. 

 Regarding club bases, the existing three have capacity for 780 players with current membership equating to 505. This shows that there 

is scope to accommodate at least a further 275 members. Suggesting further courts are not required to meet club need. However this 

disguises issues relating to the size of club base, particularly the minimal spare space at Hinckley Tennis Club. If latent demand was to 

be realised therefore, the existing stock of facilities accessible to the community would be insufficient. It should be noted, that Hinckley 

Tennis Club would most likely need to relocate in order to facilitate an increase in the number of courts, due to the limited space at their 

existing site. 

 The wider range of participants in tennis means that population growth may have a greater impact than for other sports. Using LTA 

parameters that up to 3% of the population may play tennis, the projected increase of 12977 people between 2017 and 2036 will 

generate a further 389 tennis players. When added to the assumed current levels of participation this shows that existing levels of 

participation would be unable to accommodate the future growth 
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Key Issues 
for Strategy 
to Address 

 Good distribution of sites, but quality poor at public courts (excluding Hinckley Hollycroft Park). 

 There is good availability at school sites and quality is standard, but there is limited promotion and a general lack of awareness of 

facilities that are available. 

 Maintenance at all sites is limited and there are few courts where sinking funds are in place. Quality issues (in particular line markings 

and poor playing surfaces) are identified at several sites. 

 Although club membership is static, clubs believe that this is impacted by facility restrictions (site capacity and court quality) as well as 

pressures on volunteers, funding issues and a lack of public facilities supporting grass roots tennis. 

 Modelling based on actual participation demonstrates that there are sufficient facilities and scope to increase usage (particularly 

schools and public venues) significantly. Viability modelling indicates that more facilities may be required but the LTA highlight the need 

to maximise the use of the existing network and to ensure that the facility stock is sustainable moving forwards. 

 There is limited spare capacity at Hinckley Tennis Club (and no scope to expand the facilities within the current footprint) but scope to 

reinvigorate participation at Desford and Market Bosworth. There is potential for clubs to play a much wider role in increasing 

participation. 

 A low level of participation compared to modelling estimates suggests that there are significant opportunities for marketing and 

promotion. 

Table 2.4 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address- Hockey 

Summary Assessment Findings 

Supply  Hockey is now almost exclusively played on AGPs (Artificial Grass Pitches). England Hockey states that water based, sand dressed 

and sand filled pitches are suitable for Hockey however 3G pitches are not. All the pitches suitable for hockey are located on school 

sites meaning the Borough Council has limited control over access to hockey pitches, compared to other sports. 

 There are five full sized pitches in Hinckley and Bosworth, of which four are sand filled pitches and therefore suitable for hockey. One 

pitch is 3G so therefore unsuitable for hockey. There are also several small pitches including; Alans Way sports Field, Battling Brook 

Primary School, Bosworth Primary School, Bosworth Academy, Hinckley Club for Young People and Markfield Community Sports 

Centre. 

 The qualities of facilities at Brookvale Learning Campus, Groby and Hinckley Academy are rated as standard with the newer facilities 

at Dixie Grammar and Hinckley Academy rated standard to good. 
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Demand 
 

 

 

 

 

Hinckley Hockey Club are the only hockey club affiliated to England Hockey in the borough. Before folding and merging with Coalville 

Hockey Club due to falling membership and struggling to field a team each week, they ran one team which played in the 

Leicestershire Hockey League and were based at Dixie Grammar. Dixie Grammar is currently used as an overspill venue for Ashby 

Hockey Club who travel into the borough. 

There are five teams in the borough affiliated to the Leicestershire Mixed Hockey Association, they all play at Brookvale Learning 

Campus, Groby and play competitive fixtures each weekend. The number of teams in this league is declining and is at it’s lowest since 
1975. Demand for hockey in the borough is unlikely to increase significantly without sports development intervention. 

Only two (Dixie Grammar and Brookvale Learning Campus) of the four sand filled facilities are used and there is limited hockey across 

the borough, with no junior hockey opportunity. All existing teams play their competitive matches on a Saturday with very little use of 

facilities in midweek. There is no evidence of teams being displaced outside the borough. 

Educational use of AGPs occurs outside of peak hours and does not impact upon community hockey access. Increasing participation 

in hockey in schools is seen as the key vehicle for generating increased activity in the sport, a selection of schools in the area have 

featured in competitions 

Due to the lack of 3G pitches in the borough this means that sand-based facilities are used for football training and hockey clubs 

therefore face competition in accessing pitches. Pitches with hockey surfaces in Hinckley and Bosworth are primarily used for football. 

Adequacy of 
Provision 

 

 

 

 

 

Peak time demand across the borough equates to 2 match equivalents while capacity across the borough equates to 12 match 

equivalents giving a significantly spare capacity in the borough at peak times. Demand and usage is so low that all activity could be 

accommodated within one AGP.   This means that there are significant levels of unused capacity within the borough for hockey. 

The high levels of sand based AGPs compared to the number of hockey teams means that there is capacity across all venues, 

although hockey clubs must compete with football clubs for access to sites for midweek training 

The quality of facilities is currently adequate, with all sand based AGPs suitable to accommodate the standard of hockey required 

Due to the already low levels of hockey participation, population growth will have no impact in any age group and the demand for 

pitches will remain static. 

England Hockey aspires to build participation in the sport and retain existing players. However Hinckley Hockey Club has experienced 

issues fielding a team and in previous years the collapse of Bosworth Ladies also occurred. Added to this, the Mixed Hockey 

Association has also experienced a downward trend in the number of competing teams. There is therefore no clear growth that is likely 

to take place in the borough in participation in hockey over the strategy period. 
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 England hockey has however committed to focus on increasing participation within schools with a view to channelling interest into clubs 

longer term. 

Key Issues 
for Strategy 
to Address 

 There are four sand based AGPs but only two are currently used for hockey. Demand equates to only 2 match equivalents at peak time 

(Saturday) and a small number of hours midweek for training. The total demand for hockey in the borough could therefore be 

accommodated on one sand based AGP 

 The quality of facilities is generally standard to good, although there are no sinking funds in place and therefore potentially longer term 

concerns about quality issues as surfaces age 

 Existing levels of participation in hockey are declining and there are concerns that the only affiliated club will fold at the end of the 

season. Added to this, the numbers of teams playing in Mixed Hockey Association leagues are also declining (although the number of 

teams is increasing). Without significant intervention, hockey participation in the borough may become almost extinct. 

Table 2.5 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address - Golf 

Summary Assessment Findings 

Supply  There are 13 standard courses within a 20-minute driving catchment of the main built up area of Hinckley, comprising 198 holes. The 

more local 10-minute catchment includes one course in Hinckley and Bosworth plus one more in neighbouring Rugby. Despite there 

being two par 3 courses on the edges of the borough there are no par 3 courses within Hinckley and Bosworth. 

 There are 5 Golf Driving Range's within a 20 minute driving catchment of Hinckley, comprising 114 bays. Three of these are floodlit, 

meaning there are 66 floodlit bays in total. Within a 10-minute catchment there is just one range with 24 floodlit bays. All of these are 

outside of the borough. All the faculties have pay and play access however some clubs, such as Hinckley Golf Club, are predominantly 

members only. 

 There are also a large number of golf facilities accessible Hinckley and Bosworth residents that lie within a 20-30 minute driving 

catchment of the borough. These include Coventry Golf Club and Leicestershire Golf Club. Overall in this catchment there are 33 

standard courses comprising 549 holes and 6 par 3 courses comprising 63 holes. 

 Local relative provision for all standard courses is very low compared with CSP, regional and national average. Provision of standard 

courses within a 20 minute driving catchment is still low compared with the average however the wider 30 minute driving catchment is 

better supplied and is about average for the region and England. Although it is worth noting that many of these standard courses are 

at the outer edge of the 30 minute catchment and therefore could be considered as outside a reasonable travel time for most people. 
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Local provision within H&B for par 3 courses and two of the adjacent districts is non-existent but the 20 and 30 minute catchments are 

well supplied compared to the national average. The provision of GDR’s both within H&B and within both the 20 and 30 minute 

catchment is in line with the regional and national average. 

Regarding quality, considering the nature of golf, the predominance of clubs in managing their own facilities, and the demands of 

users, most courses are considered to be of acceptable, high quality or in good condition. 

Demand and supply within H&B itself is broadly in balance. There are some vacancies at the private club in H&B and the pay and play 

course appears to welcome new golfers. 

Demand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport England data shows that from 2005/6 to 2015/16 regular participation in golf in England has declined overall however England 

Golf believes that participation levels appeared to have stabilised after 2015. 

East Midlands regional participation has generally declined in line with the national average as has participation in the local CSP area. 

In terms of data for Hinckley and Bosworth, there is data from APS1 available but not APS2 to APS10. However based on the trends in 

participation over the past 10 years in the areas where consistent data is available, the current participation in H&B may well be about 

1.6-1.7%. There may well be about 1400-2200 current regular adult golfers in the area. For the purposes of this study, it is assumed 

that golf participation in H&B is slightly higher than the national average. 

Sport England’s Local Sports Profiles estimate a 4.5% population increase from the base population in 2014 to 2020. Almost all 

population growth is predicted in the 5-9 and 70+ age groups. However based on this data, it is unlikely that population change will 

have any impact on golf participation up to 2020. 

The three main market segments in H&B that participate in golf are Tim, Phillip and Roger and Joy. It is broadly the same groups that 

currently play that would like to participate more. The Market Segmentation data estimates there are 3250 adult golf players in the 

borough, a higher estimate than that of the APS data. 

The England Golf Strategy 2017-2021 aims to increase membership of clubs from 650,000 to 675,000 and increase the number of 

golfers playing twice monthly to over 1 million. Locally this could result in an increase of an additional 55-85 players or club members. 

Market Segmentation data suggests there is latent demand from an additional 1400 adults in the catchment area. 

However for the purpose of this study, it may be reasonable to conclude that in accordance with the existing character of the area, 

likely population change and the existing participation level in golf, demand may increase by about 150 participants over the next 8-10 

years. 

Overall the demand for golf in Hinckley and Bosworth and the surrounding area is slightly higher than the national average, and that 

with future and latent demand increasing only slightly and England Golf promoting additional participation, demand may increase in the 
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area by no more than about 5-10% overall up to 2020.There will be particular demand for the types of course suitable for beginners 

and high handicap players. 

Adequacy of 
Provision 

 There is a below average supply of standard golf courses in Hinckley and Bosworth and the immediate surrounding area. All existing 

courses in the borough should be retained and protected for the contribution they make to meeting existing demand for regular play for 

members and casual golfers alike. 

 Forest Hill is under potential threat for an alternative use. The loss would mean there would be no GDR’s in H&B and would reduce 

further the supply and demand balance. 

 There is a case for the development of a pay and play starter/improvers course catering for new golfers, there is also a case for other 

practice and coaching facilities such as a GDR for casual access, possibly in conjunction with existing courses in the area or 

alternatively as a new enterprise. 

Key Issues 
for Strategy 
to Address 

 Retention of existing golf courses and golf driving ranges 

 Potential to develop a pay and play course targeting new golfers 

 Requirement for practice / coaching facilities with casual access. 

Table 2.6 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address- Rugby Union 

Summary Assessment Findings 
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Supply  There are 22 senior rugby union pitches located in Hinckley and Bosworth BC. The presence of facilities at most school sites ensures 

that there are facilities in most of the largest settlements. Less than half of all rugby union pitches are secured for community use. Most 

school sites offer some degree of access to the general public, but as academies, almost all of this access is on an unsecured basis. 

Schools are actually the largest provider of rugby union pitches in the borough. 

 8 full sized pitches are managed by local clubs, with Market Bosworth RFC and Hinckley RFC having large facilities (4 and 5 pitches 

respectively). There are no rugby pitches provided by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. The pitch provided at Burbage for 

Burbage RFC is the only pitch provided by a Parish Council. There are only 3.5 floodlit pitches meaning opportunities for training are 

limited. 

 The key issues for quality in relation to club based pitches in Hinckley and Bosworth are: 

- The limited amount of maintenance outside of the main club pitches (e.g. junior pitches), this is mainly due to financial restrictions. 

Improving   maintenance would increase pitch capacity. 

- There are drainage issues on several sites, with evidence of waterlogging. 

- There is a need for improved changing facilities and pavilions. 

- There is a lack of floodlighting to support club activity. 

Demand 
 There are three rugby union clubs in the Borough running a total of 7 adult teams, 2 colts, 8 youth and 12 midi teams. 

 Of these clubs, two offer progression from junior to seniors, running teams at all age groups while Burbage RUFC only run two senior 

teams. The level of junior play suggests that rugby union is relatively well developed within the borough. There are no female teams at 

any age groups. 

 Overall participation is static or increasing (Burbage RFC) and there is a sustainable network of clubs. Two of three clubs are the 

Hinckley and Burbage urban area, although Market Bosworth RFC provides opportunities to participate in rugby in the more northerly 

settlements. 

 Only Burbage RFC highlights particular pressures arising from their training requirements. At this site two teams train twice per week 

and a lack of floodlights means that the club uses Hinckley RFC during winter months for training sessions. 

 Almost all schools in the borough have at least one rugby pitch. There is little evidence of participation in national rugby competitions, 

although bath Dixie Grammar and Market Bosworth School have entered competitions within the last couple of years. 
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Adequacy of 
Provision 

 There is no use of any of the school sites by rugby clubs, with no facilities used on a regular basis. This means that there are 13 rugby 

pitches in the borough that are available but not used. However the capacity of these facilities is limited with the maintenance 

programme restricted meaning that the maximum site capacity is 1.5. These pitches also sustain curricular use, restricting the amount 

of club based activity that they could accommodate. Therefore in total at school sites, there is scope to accommodate 6.5 match 

equivalents either across the week or at peak times. It is worth noting that there are no existing floodlights at any of the school sites, 

meaning that they cannot be used for training. 

 Considering match play only, there is sufficient capacity at each of the club bases to accommodate play. Once training is taken into 

account, supply however becomes much more tightly matched with demand. Specifically; 

- At Market Bosworth the limited maintenance procedures restrict capacity to a degree however quality is starting to improve 

following investment and it is expected that capacity will start to increase shortly. The site has sufficient capacity to accommodate 

match play but training places pressures on the pitches and there is evidence of a small degree of overplay. Only one set of 

floodlights means that all activity is shoehorned onto this pitch, meaning that it is heavily used. 

- At Hinckley RFC there are varying levels of maintenance with the pitches accommodating teams playing at higher levels receiving 

more attention. The club raised concerns about drainage and both these issues impact upon capacity. The current levels of training 

generate over play, particularly on the floodlit pitches. Excluding the impact of training however, there is a small amount of spare 

capacity across the week. The midi pitches are important in reducing the use of senior pitches and in turn minimalizing the volume 

of overplay. There are also insufficient changing rooms, with8 required to ensure that all pitches can be used at the same time. 

- At Burbage RFC, maintenance schedules restrict club activity, but with just one team, provision is sufficient to accommodate 

match play. However the lack of floodlighting means that the site cannot accommodate training activity in the winter and the team 

has to relocate. There are concerns about the security of tenure on this site. The changing rooms are currently poor but are due to 

be improved, although it is not known whether this will involve the extension of the lease of the rugby club. 

 Burbage RFC are the only example of displaced demand within Hinckley and Bosworth. No concerns have been expressed regarding 

the amount of facilities available to other clubs, although it is believed that high training levels and a lack of appropriate training facilities 

places great pressures on both Hinckley RFC and Market Bosworth RFC. 

 Regarding population change the projected population growth by Team Generation Rates, indicates that there will be an overall decline 

in the number of people playing adult rugby union, but this will be insufficient to cause the loss of a team. Similarly, the increase of 

people in younger aged categories will be insufficient to impact upon the number of rugby union teams in the borough. 

 The RFU are working with individual clubs, and through the use of development plans aim to drive increases in participation. 

Aspirations of clubs within H&B are as follows; 
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- Market Bosworth RFC- looking to develop additional senior male team and create senior female team. 

- Hinckley RFC- retain existing teams and ensure stability and growth of playing numbers. 

- Burbage RFC- no immediate aspirations for growth, although longer term club would like to develop an additional team. This could 

be accommodated within the existing infrastructure of the club and would not impact on the existing arrangements for football 

The RFU council has recently approved a strategy to invest in Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP) which will see 100 artificial, floodlit pitches 

installed across the country over a four year period. The key drivers for this are to sustain and grow participation while addressing 

pressure on natural turf pitches, changing player expectations, addressing competition from other sports and cope with changing 

weather conditions. While this programme has currently been put on hold, there may be opportunities for the development of a 3g AGP 

pitch within Hinckley and Bosworth which may ease the overplay problems caused by overuse of facilities. There is a 3g pitch at 

Leicester Road which is hardly used, very close to Hinckley RFC, this should be considered as part of the future decision making 

process as there is potential that this site could be converted to a World Rugby Compliant pitch and help to meet the needs of the club. 

Key Issues  There is a need to protect facilities at all three club bases as all are valuable for rugby union 
for Strategy  Maintenance improvements at all three sites would increase capacity and ensure the longevity of pitches. The quality of facilities has 
to Address 

 

 

 

recently improved following a particular focus on maintenance. There are also drainage concerns at both Market Bosworth RFC and 

Hinckley RFC that need to be addressed. 

All club bases are heavily used when taking into account training. There is a need to consider the provision of extra floodlighting 

(Market Bosworth RFC and Burbage RFC) and/or access to a 3g World Rugby Compliant AGP (Hinckley RFC). Opportunities to 

convert the pitch at Leicester Road to be World Rugby Compliant should be explored 

The clubhouse at Hinckley RFC is believed to be restricting growth and there is a need to ensure that planned changes to the pavilion 

at Burbage RFC meet the needs of the rugby club. 

The remaining lease at Burbage RFC expires in 2022 and therefore short security of tenure is a concern. 

Table 2.7 - Summary of Assessment Findings and Key Issues to Address- Football 

Summary Assessment Findings 
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Supply  There are 123 individual formal grass football pictures currently available for community use across Hinckley and Bosworth. Of the 

pitches currently available for use, 23% are full sized grass pitches while the remainder cater for younger teams. 40% of community 

pitches that are available for community use in the Borough are located on school sites. Pitches at school sites are often considered 

unsecured, particularly at school with academy status, and all schools in the borough hold academy status. 

 Almost all secondary school sites in the area indicate their facilities are available, however these facilities showcase a higher degree of 

insecurity as; many have policies in place that are reviewed annually or biannually, there is often no advertising, some schools do not 

have specific booking procedures in place and as independent bodies academies are able to control their own facilities easily. The 

majority of primary schools are not open for community access with many having unmarked basic playing fields. 

 The FA now approves certain types of AGP for use in competitive fixtures. During the 2017-2018 season there was just one full sized 

3g pitch in the Borough located at Leicester Road however this pitch was not listed on the FA pitch register so is unable to be used for 

competitive fixtures. There are several smaller sized 3g pitches which supplement the stock of full sized pitches. These include pitches 

at; Battling Brook Primary School, Bosworth Academy and Hinckley Club for Young People. 

 The majority of pitches are located within the Northern Parishes, with roughly a third of pitches located in the Hinckley and Burbage 

urban area. 

 Within Hinckley and Bosworth, the education sector is the largest provider of pitches, managing 40%. 28% of pitches are managed by 

clubs with a further 20% the responsibility of Parish Councils. HBBC also manages pitches and this variety in ownership can create 

inconsistencies. 

 A greater proportion of clubs in the borough indicate that they are unhappy with the pitch stock compared to those that said they were 

satisfied. The key reasons for dissatisfaction were; a lack of pitches (both grass and 3g), the poor quality of pitches and the impact of 

overuse and, a lack of appropriate changing/welfare facilities for young people. Other issues that were noted included; the difficulty in 

recruiting and retaining coaches and volunteers and the costs associated with playing. 

 From the site visits, the average score achieved by pitches was 58%, which falls within the standard range. However the site analysis 

of pitch quality showed that the overall condition of facilities is lower in many instances than the scores suggest. In regards to football 

pitch quality, site visits reveal that; 

- There were very few, if any, unplayable pitches, however there was evidence of compaction, poor drainage and standing water on 

many pitches in the borough. 

- There is evidence of undulation on many sites, and levelling would be beneficial. There are also issues with weed growth. 
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- Although many sites are open to the public, little impact of the widespread informal access was evident at the time. 

- There are some sites that would benefit from improvement in ancillary facilities. 

The majority of clubs indicated that the condition of facilities has either remained static or improved, with only a small number of clubs 

reporting a decline. Similar reasons were given by clubs evidencing both improvement and decline. These included; improved/reduced 

maintenance, drainage improvement/decline, pitches benefiting from limited use/heavy use causing deterioration. Drainage and pitch 

evenness are considered particularly problematic by clubs. Dog fouling was also raised as a concern. 

Demand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In total there are 236 teams currently based in Hinckley and Bosworth. Just 24% of teams are senior teams with the remainder being 

age group teams. This broadly balances with the proportion of pitches that are full size, suggesting that the pitch stock is well tailored to 

demand. 

While there are strong participation rates for males, female football is less well established with 2.8% of teams. The need to ensure 

separate changing facilities was noted by clubs as a barrier to further growth of these teams. Several girls however do play within 

mixed teams rather than in dedicated female teams. Disability football is strong in the borough with 8 team primarily focused in Barwell. 

Like the distribution of pitches, the spread of teams is fairly even across the borough. The highest proportion of teams is in the south, 

where the highest amounts of pitches are provided. Participation is therefore broadly correlated with pitch provision. Participation is 

therefore likely influenced by the pitch stock to an extent. 

There are three teams that are currently displaced out of the borough due to a perceived lack of appropriate facilities within H&B. 

Hinckley AFC and Hinckley AFC U18 teams are displaced to Ibstock Miners Welfare.Groby Town Honey Badgers are displaced to 

Cedars Academy. 

There are several opportunities for progression right through from mini, to junior and adult age groups, with many clubs offering teams 

at a variety of age groups. There are also several clubs playing in the Non League System meaning there are specific requirements 

that must be adhered to, in relation to the facilities provided at the home ground. 

Similar to the national picture, there has been a decline in participation in adult football in recent years, although most clubs now 
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believe participation is now static. There is believed to be strong growth in younger and junior age groups. 

 Clubs use a mixture of grass pitches and AGP’s for training. While many clubs use AGP’s midweek, there is also fairly extensive 

training on grass pitches on a Saturday morning, in particular by junior clubs. Club consultation demonstrates that while a higher 

proportion of clubs are satisfied with the training facilities, 40% of clubs are dissatisfied. The key reasons being; a perceived lack of 

pitches, with only one 3g pitch in the borough most clubs using AGP’s are forced to train on sand based requirements, the cost of pitch 
hire and a lack of welfare facilities at some sites. The majority of single adult teams indicate that they do not train at all and do not wish 

to. 

 Several clubs and schools raised aspirations for a 3g pitch on their site. 

 All secondary schools within Hinckley and Bosworth have their own playing fields. The schools particularly important to community use 

include; Bosworth Academy, Brookvale Groby Learning Campus, Redmoor Academy and South Charnwood High School. School use 

of grass pitches has limited impact on peak time demand and the availability of pitches. 

Adequacy of 
Provision 

 The majority of grass pitches in Hinckley were assessed as standard and capacity has therefore been calculated as such. It should be 

noted however that many are close to becoming poor. 

 The majority of pitches in the borough are able to sustain additional play across the week when excluding any training activity. When 

considering only match play, there is very little overplay evident with only a small amount at Westfield Community College and Kirkby 

Road. 

 However training does impact significantly at a number of sites, almost doubling the level of usage the site receives over the course of 

the week. In most instances, training causes overplay when without it the pitch would be within its weekly capacity. These sites are 

primarily associated with the larger clubs running high numbers of teams. 

 It is clear that heavy usage is contributing to the compaction that is currently experienced on many pitches across the borough; this in 

turn causes drainage issues that further impact the quality of the site. 

 There are only a very small number of venues that receive minimal community use. Hammonds Park is an example and this site serves 

as an overspill venue. Bosworth School, Dixie Grammar, Heath Lane School and Hinckley Academy are the only other examples of 

sites where facilities are available but not used. 

 Peak time demand for pitches is very concentrated with all forms of the game being a Sunday morning and different age groups wishing 

to use the facilities at the same time. This means that almost all activity (excluding training) takes place at this time and there is little 

demand for facilities outside of this peak period. 
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 Reflecting this, analysis of availability at peak time demonstrates that total spare capacity is limited. There are very few sites able to 

accommodate more than 1 match equivalent on any pitch and almost half of all pitches have no remaining capacity at peak time and 

this shows that particularly at club bases that already host high quantities of play, facilities are starting to inhibit play. Only Bosworth 

School, Dixie Grammar, Dovecote Pavilion, Hammonds Park, Hinckley Academy and Sketchley Hill Recreation Ground have any 

pitches with capacity to sustain more than 1 match equivalent additional at peak time. The pressures on the existing pitch stock of even 

greater concern given that grass pitch quality is approaching poor at a high number of sites. A reduction in capacity would have 

significant consequences for the adequacy of provision. 

 Overall analysis therefore demonstrates that supply in the borough is very closely balanced with demand both across the week and at 

peak time. The situation is particularly apparent for youth, 9v9 and 7v7 pitches, but even for adult and 5v5 pitches the amount of spare 

capacity is relatively limited. There is however currently minimal overplay within the borough and where this exists, this is caused by 

training on pitches as well as competitive activity. Almost all overplay is caused by high numbers of teams at key sites. 

 In addition to capacity pressures, quality issues are evident on sites across the borough with many suffering from poor and limited 

maintenance regimes. There are particular concerns with compaction, drainage and undulation. Training contributes to much of the 

overplay and is a significant factor in causing wear and tear on pitches. If training was moved onto AGP’s, demand for grass pitches 
would reduce significantly outside of peak time. 

 Added to this, the reliance on school sites for competitive use exacerbates the pressures on pitch stock, and there would be insufficient 

pitches at peak time to accommodate youth, 9v9 and 7v7 play if access to school facilities was lost. 

 Financial and budget concerns were highlighted as one of the key concerns by many clubs, and local authorities are also facing an era 

of budgetary cuts and pressures to reduce services. With many pitches in the lower echelons of a standard rating, limited maintenance 

procedures combined with poor weather conditions could cause several sites to become poor. If this occurred and the amount of 

pitches available reduced by 25%, then pitch provision would become very closely matched with demand. 

 Affordability was seen as a key issue for clubs in ensuring ongoing growth in participation in football in the borough. 

 The FA vision (November 2014) which is the result of extensive analysis on the facilities used for football (including grass roots) placed 

greater emphasis on the benefits of 3g pitches and their importance for the future delivery of football. This is also reflected in the FA 

National Game Strategy 2015 - 2019 which seeks to provide better training and playing facilities and will also be a key theme of the 

National Football Facility Strategy (soon to be released) 2019 - 2029 In particular, the FA cite the additional capacity that AGPs offer 

compared to grass and their ability to sustain play during periods of inclement weather, resulting in a reduced number of cancellations. 

FA data modelling therefore evaluates the baseline requirement for 3g pitches in Hinckley and Bosworth. The new FA strategy (2019) 

will assume that one 3g pitch is required per 38 teams and that based on FA policy, all football training should take place on 3g pitches 
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(as opposed to sand). 

 This would mean that there is a requirement for 6 full size AGPs in Hinckley and Bosworth. Population growth (outlined later in this 

section) will see demand increase further. 

 The creation of further AGPs may reduce overuse of grass pitches rather than purely displace other activity. This is also supported by 

club consultation, which indicates that there is a belief that there remain insufficient 3g AGPs in the borough. In terms of both 

theoretical position and reality on the ground, there appears to be a need for additional 3g provision. To make better use of any AGP’s 
provided, it would be necessary to re-programme fixtures in the local league, to ensure that league games would take place across the 

weekend. Scenario testing indicates that the amount of pitches required to accommodate match play would be higher than needed for 

training - to accommodate all football at peak time for 9v9, 7v7 and 5v5 there would need to be 11 AGP pitches provided. If fixtures 

were reprogrammed however (with different age groups playing at different times), the number of AGP’s could be reduced. 

 Trends based population growth is predicted to decrease the number of adult football teams by almost 1. There will be an increase in 

the number of youth teams by 1 while the number of 9v9 teams will remain static. The number of 5v5 teams will increase by 2, while 

participation in 7v7 will increase by 1 team. These changes would see a small increase in the demand for football. 

 In addition to this, several clubs have significant aspirations for growth. Many of these clubs play at sites that are almost at capacity and 

the majority of clubs are unable to accommodate the additional levels of play that they desire without access to further provision both 

for training and at peak time. 

Key Issues 
for Strategy 
to Address 

 There is a need to protect existing pitches if football participation is to be retained 

 There are high number of teams using pitches and this is generating overplay on some sites. This is particularly influenced by a lack of 

training facilities. With only one 3g pitch in the Borough (and this largely unused), many teams are training on grass pitches. There is a 

requirement for circa 6 full sized AGPs 

 The quality of facilities is deteriorating and many pitches are approaching poor standard – this will reduce capacity. There is evidence of 

significant compaction (which is also causing drainage issues) and this can in part be attributed to the heavy usage, as well as limited 

maintenance regimes. Changing facilities are also basic 

 Peak time demand is also high and there is limited remaining spare capacity. Many of the large clubs are already unable to 

accommodate further play on their own site and facilities are starting to inhibit demand. There is a lack of hub sites and some clubs are 

dispersed across multiple venues. 

 Clubs have aspirations for growth, but the lack of facilities means that this is becoming increasingly challenging. There is however a 
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need to ensure that provision remains accessible and affordable. 

 There are also concerns around the long term stability of the pitch stock, with a high proportion of pitches being located on school sites 

where access is unsecured. 

2.4 The key issues for each sport are therefore summarised overleaf in the context of the three overarching objectives. 

2.5 It is clear that issues for all sports span all three objectives and indeed the issues for many sports are very similar. While information is 

presented on a sport specific basis, there may be opportunities for cross sport working and this should be promoted. 
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Table 2.7: Summary - Key Issues to address 

Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

Cricket 

Protection of existing cricket pitches is required 

The number of facilities is largely adequate, but levels of play on some sites is high and there is limited spare capacity at peak 
time. There are also low levels of participation in junior and female cricket, which if addressed, may see demand rise in future 
years 

Availability of facilities for training (particularly off field) is poor. Few sites contain playable non-turf wickets / nets. This is a key 
issue for development as well as club satisfaction and is the immediate priority. 

There are some site-specific quality issues to be addressed (maintenance /machinery / pavilion). 

There is an aspiration to continue to support increases in participation in cricket. This may have a knock-on impact for the longer 
term development of facilities. 

Tennis 

There is a need to retain appropriate facilities to ensure that a strong infrastructure is maintained for tennis in Hinckley and 
Bosworth 

There are opportunities to increase the use of public courts through the introduction of new and innovative ways of providing 
access to facilities 

There is a need to support clubs in the improvement of their facilities – this might include relocation or expansion for Hinckley 
Tennis Club, as well as qualitative works to Sport in Desford 

There is a desire to support initiatives to increase the number of tennis players across the Borough. This will include enhancing 
marketing and promotion, working with schools and seeking to develop new participation initiatives at public parks. 

Bowls 

There is a need to address recent decline and subsequently increase participation in order to ensure that the existing 
infrastructure remains sustainable. There are significant opportunities to promote bowls to a wider target audience and to 
increase the social and health benefits derived from bowls 

There is a need to protect existing greens to ensure that that there are sufficient facilities to meet future demand 

Quality issues have been identified at several sites that may impact on current and future participation if not addressed. There is 
a need to ensure that clubs have a strong enough awareness of maintenance practices, and that ongoing training and monitoring 
is undertaken. Succession planning should also be considered. 

Golf 

There is a need to retain the existing golf courses and golf driving ranges 

There is potential to develop a pay and play course targeting new golfers 
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Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

There is requirement for practice / coaching facilities with casual access 

Rugby 
Union 

There is a need to protect the existing facilities that are available for rugby union clubs 

There are some capacity issues at clubs which need to be addressed if future participation is not to be inhibited. While there is 
scope to enhance maintenance to improve capacity at all sites, investment into drainage is also required at both Hinckley RFC 
and Market Bosworth RFC. Capacity issues at Hinckley RFC cannot be dealt with by improvements to maintenance alone and a 
feasibility study into the provision of a 3g pitch (and / or access to further grass pitches) is therefore also required. 

On pitch training is generally focused on one pitch, generating overplay and creating compaction. There is a need to increase the 
amount of floodlit pitches available to ensure that all clubs are equipped to manage on site training. 

Issues relating to both training and grass pitch capacity for matches mean that there may be opportunities to create a 3g AGP 
that is suitable for rugby union. The level of action needed to address other issues will be dependent upon whether proposals to 
deliver a 3G pitch are successful. 

The ancillary facilities available to rugby clubs are also in need of improvement, with investment required at both Hinckley RFC 
and Burbage RFC 

Football 

There is a need to protect all existing football pitches due to the pressures that currently exist on the facility stock 

There are concerns about the role of unsecured sites - several school bases hosting large clubs are unsecured. Loss of these 
sites would generate further gaps in the facility stock and would destabilise clubs. Maintaining relationships with these providers 
is crucial. 

There are pressures across the grass pitch stock and insufficient pitches overall, particularly for youth and 9v9 teams. Several 
clubs are at capacity and more are approaching this level. There is also a clear lack of facilities for training, which is exacerbating 
the pressures on the grass pitches. There is an aspiration to address this through the provision of a network of 3g pitches 
creating hub sites. 

Some clubs are required to improve their facilities in order to meet with ground grading criteria. 

There are quality issues at numerous sites and the quality of pitches is perceived to be deteriorating amid concerns about the 
maintenance of pitches. Many of the issues identified are exacerbated by heavy usage and improvements should therefore go 
hand in hand with improvements to the capacity in the borough. 

Ancillary facilities are also insufficient on some sites and there is a need to ensure that facilities are appropriate, taking into 
account health and hygiene requirements. There is a need in particular to ensure that hub sites include access to good quality 
changing accommodation. 

Linking with the FA strategy, there are opportunities to increase participation through the retention of existing players and 
development of new forms of the game. 

Hockey 
There is a need to protect facilities required for hockey - this means retaining at least one hockey pitch for club and regional 
development activity. 

33Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

                                      

     

         
   

 
    

       
      

Sport Key Issues to Address Protect Provide Enhance 

There is a need to ensure that the quality of the pitch at Dixie Grammar School is retained through the continuation of 
appropriate maintenance procedures as well as the establishment of a sinking fund 

There is an aspiration to reignite interest in hockey across the Borough and to introduce new participants to the game. 
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Impact of New Development 

2.6 The assessment report considers the impact of trends-based population growth as well as the 

impact that increases in sports participation will have. 

2.7 It indicates that population growth forecast in and around Hinckley and Bosworth will play a 

significant role in negating the impact of the ageing population in terms of demand for playing 

pitches, and overall there is likely to be an increase in the number of people participating, with 

3769 new residents aged up to 45. This means that ensuring appropriate contributions from new 

developments will be essential if the facility stock is to continue to meet local need. 

2.8 Strategic housing growth will however generate additional participation and an increased 

requirement for playing pitches. Increased use of playing pitches also places greater importance 

on the quality and capacity of existing pitches. 

2.9 Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council is currently reviewing its Local Plan, including site 

allocations and Development Management Policies. The new Local Plan will partly respond to 

the Leicester and Leicestershire Strategic Growth Plan and provide detail on where and how 

much new development will take place in the Borough. 

2.10 The review of the Local Plan means that a housing requirement and delivery strategy has not 

yet been finalised. The Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA) 

2017 however identifies an Objectively Assessed Housing Need (OAN) of circa 450 dwellings 

per annum to 2036. 

2.11 As this is a 20-year plan (2016 – 2036), this means that indicatively, the total potential housing 

requirement for Hinckley and Bosworth is 11,000 dwellings over the course of the strategy 

period. This represents a broad indication and may still be subject to change prior to the 

adoption of the new Local Plan. 

2.12 While it is yet to be determined how and where this requirement will be delivered, the current 

Local Plan (via the Core Strategy) indicates that the majority of housing growth in the Borough 

will be focused around Hinckley urban area, along with two sustainable urban extensions at Earl 

Shilton and Barwell. Elsewhere within the Borough there will be modest housing growth in order 

to achieve an urban focused strategy. 

2.13 While specifics of housing numbers and locations of new development are subject to change, It 

is clear that the targets that will be set out in the local plan once it is produced will have an 

impact on the population of the borough. 

2.14 Sport England has developed a draft Playing Pitch Calculator which can be used to indicate how 

much demand will be created by a proposed development and the cost associated with this. 

2.15 The calculator uses information from The Playing Pitch Strategy Assessment to provide an 

estimate of the demand from the population of new development. It considers; 

a) The likely number of people from the new population in each of the individual pitch sport 

age groups (Derived from the profile of the current population); 

b) Using the Team Generation Rates (TGR) prepared as part of the PPS and the profile of 

the population (a), the likely number of teams that will be generated by the new 

development; and 
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c) The number of match equivalent sessions that will be generated by the new population 

and the subsequent demand in terms of pitch requirements. 

2.16 The resulting figures are then considered in the context of the findings of the assessment and 

the recommendations of the Playing Pitch Strategy and action plan in order to determine the 

ability of the existing facilities to sustain the additional demand and any requirements for new 

and / or improved provision. 

2.17 Although the review of the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Local Plan is still emerging and the 

amount and location of development that will take place has not yet been finalised, it is 

important that the overall likely scale of the impact is considered now in order to inform the 

strategy recommendations and actions. Once the local plan has been adopted, the New 

Development Calculator should be used on a site by site basis to evaluate the impact of 

proposals (this is discussed further in section 4 of this strategy document). 

Scenario Testing - Potential Impact of Growth in Hinckley and Bosworth BC 

2.18 Emerging figures suggest that the local plan may seek to deliver 450 homes per annum over the 

period 2016 - 2036. The impact of this on the population of the borough is set out in Table 2.8. 

Table 2.8: Likely impact of new dwellings on population figures 

Number of New 

Dwellings 

Total Number of New 

Dwellings 

Number of People 

per dwelling 

Total Population 

Impact of 

Population 

Growth 

450 per annum 11000 2.3 25,300 

2.19 Table 2.9 summarises the findings of the New Development Calculator to summarise the overall 

impact of the projected housing growth (cumulative across the borough) on demand at the peak 

period in terms of match equivalents. It also details the approximate number of pitches that are 

required if this demand is to be met at peak time. It should be noted however that new pitches 

are not necessarily required, as for some sports, the strategy may indicate that the existing 

capacity is sufficient to meet this extra demand. Figures provided in Table 2.9 are therefore 

indicative only and actual needs are explored in Table 2.10. 

Table 2.9: Impact of New Development on Demand for Sports Pitches 

Sport Estimated Increased 

Demand (Match Equivalent 

Sessions) 

Pitch Equivalent 

Adult football 3.34 3 Pitches 

Youth 
6.20 6 Pitches 

Mini Soccer 
10.29 10 pitches 

Rugby Union 
2.30 2 pitches 

Hockey 
0.69 0 – 1 AGPs 

Cricket 
102.68 2 - 3 grounds 
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2.20 The New Development Calculator therefore proves that new developments planned as part of 

the local plan process will place extra pressures on the pitch stock. While this is indicative only 

at this point as the full scale of the housing development is not known, it is essential that this is 

considered as part of the strategy and action planning, particularly as the assessment indicates 

that the sporting infrastructure in the Borough is already constrained. 

2.21 Table 2.10 therefore evaluates the adequacy of provision to meet current and projected demand 

(drawing upon information presented in Tables 2.1 - 2.6) and considers the additional impact 

that might be generated from new housing growth. 

2.22 Table 2.10 also explores the adequacy of existing provision to accommodate the additional 

growth. It reveals that for football and rugby, the existing infrastructure is insufficient to 

accommodate projected growth and new provision is therefore likely to be required in line with 

figures set out in Table 2.9. For hockey and potentially cricket, there is already sufficient stock 

within the existing infrastructure to meet projected future needs and pitch needs although 

quantitative contributions will be required to ensure that this continues. 

2.23 While the above and information in Table 2.10 provides an indication of requirements, decisions 

should still be taken on a site specific basis in order to determine the most appropriate outcome. 
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Table 2.10: Likely additional impact of Planned Housing Development in Hinckley and Bosworth 

Sport PPS Issues and Priorities Cumulative Impact of New 
Development 

Comments 

Football Supply is very closely balanced with 
demand. Taking into account trends based 
population growth; 

At peak time spare capacity equates to; 

 7.5 adult pitches 

 10 youth pitches 

 Adult Football - demand for 3 
pitches 

 Youth demand for 6 pitches 

 Mini Soccer demand created for 
10 more pitches 

In total, the number of new teams that 
will be generated through the new 

There are already significant identified pressures on 
club bases across Hinckley and Bosworth and 
insufficient provision to meet the current or projected 
future needs of clubs. 

The only spare capacity available is on smaller more 
isolated sites and / or on school facilities that are not 
secured for long term use. Much of the existing play 
also takes place on unsecured school sites, which is 
of great concern for the longevity of the pitch stock. 

 9 9v9 pitches 

 6 7v7 pitches and 7.5 5v5 pitches. 

The evidence of some spare capacity 
however disguises the pressures that are felt 
at club bases - there are almost no sites able 
to sustain more than 1 more match equivalent 
and evidence of overplay (or sites at the level 
of activity that they can sustain) at almost all 
club venues. 

Capacity across the week is also constrained, 
with the current situation suggesting that 
spare capacity equates to; 

 7.5 match equivalents on adult pitches 

 9.5 on youth pitches 

 3 on 9v9 pitches 

There are particular concerns about the 
reliance on unsecured sites and the quality of 
pitches also represents a concern, with heavy 
usage exacerbating compaction and drainage 
issues. Clubs believe provision to already be 
inhibiting activity (with almost all spare 

housing development is likely to equate 
to just over 50. Heavy wear and tear is evident already on all of the 

pitches and the quality is deteriorating, in part due to 
the heavy usage. 

These issues mean that particularly for youth and 
9v9 age groups, there are insufficient pitches to 
meet demand and additional facilities will be 
needed. There may also be a need to provide further 
pitches at peak time for smaller sided age groups. 

The additional play will place greater wear and tear 
on pitches and so quality will be increasingly 
important. 

Added to this, current FA demand parameters 
indicate that an AGP is required per 42 teams. This 
will be updated to one AGP per 38 teams as part of 
the new FA strategy. As the number of new teams 
that will be generated is circa 50, an additional AGP 
will be required to meet the needs of the new 
residents. 

The identified issues are therefore likely to be 
exacerbated by the new population growth and 
mean that actions for improvement take on greater 
priority to ensure that the pitch stock can meet 
demand in terms of both current and future need. 
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Sport PPS Issues and Priorities Cumulative Impact of New 
Development 

Comments 

capacity on small rural venues or unused 
school sites) and if growth aspirations are 
achieved, there are insufficient pitches to 
meet demand. 

There are insufficient training facilities in the 
borough, with evidence of heavy use of sand 
based facilities as well as displacement to 
other local authority areas. 

New provision will be required as well as a need to 
ensure that the capacity of existing sites is retained 
and improved. 

Cricket 2 match equivalents available at peak time. 
Capacity available across the week. 

There are no sites that are overplayed and 
some teams travelling into the borough from 
other local authorities 

Population growth is likely to see the 

creation of 102 additional matches. This 

is broadly equivalent to 2 - 3 grounds 

(not necessarily needed at peak time -

this is measured across the season). 

Additional growth could be accommodated within the 
infrastructure although availability of pitches would 
be limited at peak time. If issues requiring teams 
from outside of Hinckley and Bosworth to travel into 
the borough were addressed, there would be greater 
flexibility in capacity. 

Stapleton Village CC, Stoke Golding CC and 

Hinckley Amateurs CC, as well as Swallows 

Green (which acts as overspill site) have the 

smallest amounts of spare capacity across the 

season, with the scope to accommodate only 

one additional adult team. Spare capacity is 

highest at Earl Shilton CC, Hinckley Town CC 

and Langdale Park; 

Additional growth supports (and exacerbates) 
requirement for improved training facilities and for 
additional capacity at some sites (non turf wickets / 
additional pitches). This will be particularly evident if 
growth occurs in areas where supply is already 
pressurised. 

Rugby Assessment identifies capacity issues at Demand 2 additional pitches Requirement for access to up to 2 additional pitches 
Union Hinckley RFC, with capacity issues 

experienced once training is taken into 
account. There are also pressures when 
taking into account training at Market 
Bosworth RFC and Burbage RFC. 

at peak time will further add to pressures for rugby 
union, particularly as there are already capacity 
issues identified. 

Capacity at Market Bosworth to accommodate 
further match play if issues with maintenance and 
drainage are addressed (and / or training is 
relocated. 

Capacity for further play at Hinckley RFC also when 
taking into account match play only, but overplay of 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 39 



 

 

                                      

    
 

 

       
 

 
       

     
 

 
      

      
        

   
 

      
      
     

  

        
       

    
    

Sport PPS Issues and Priorities Cumulative Impact of New 
Development 

Comments 

5 match equivalents when including training means 
new facilities would be required. 

Similarly at Burbage RFC there is scope to increase 
the amount of match play that takes place, but 
again, provision for training is insufficient. 

There would therefore be insufficient capacity to 
accommodate additional activity unless action is 
taking to improve capacity of existing sites for both 
training and matches. 

Hockey Assessment identifies need to protect one 
pitch to enable ongoing usage for hockey. 
There are also aspirations for the 
reinvigoration of hockey in the borough 

Demand for 0-1 AGPs With hockey activity in the borough declining, 
increases in participation arising as a result of new 
development could currently be accommodated 
within the existing pitch stock. 
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2.24 This scenario testing therefore reveals that new developments will place extra pressures on the 

pitch stock and that supply and demand will become even more closely balanced. There are 

already insufficient pitches for football and rugby and the proposed new housing with 

exacerbate this further. 

2.25 The New Development Calculator does not consider the impact upon tennis and bowls and 

there is therefore no formal method of determining the impact of any new housing development 

for these sports. Using parameters contained within the Assessment report, it is however 

possible to broadly estimate the additional demand that may be created as follows; 

 For tennis, LTA viability modelling assumes that 3% of the population would look to play 

tennis each month. If housing growth amounting to 25,300 people was to occur, this would 

result in a further 759 tennis players. On the basis of one non-floodlit court 

accommodating 40 players, this would see demand for an additional 19 courts. While 

there is currently scope within the existing infrastructure to accommodate additional play, 

(as well as significantly lower levels of participation than the estimated 3%) if aspirations 

to increase the number of people playing tennis in Hinckley and Bosworth are to be 

achieved, it may be necessary to provide additional courts. This extra demand would also 

impact on the adequacy of club based provision; 

 For bowls, the demographic profile of any new developments will be particularly 

significant, with the sport currently attracting primarily those aged 55+. National trends 

based projections indicate that by 2036, 44.4% of the population would be over aged 55. If 

this same proportion was applied to the potential population of the new developments, 

11,233 people would fit the demographic profile likely to play bowls. With 1.6% of the 

population in this demographic currently participating, this would suggest that new 

development would generate a further 180 bowlers. This would add 16 members to each 

club (if the impact was spread equitably) meaning that the existing number of greens may 

be insufficient to accommodate play (particularly if development is to be focused in the 

urban areas, where there is already a higher number of players per green). 

2.26 Section 3 draws upon the information contained within the assessment report and within this 

section and sets out recommendations to address the issues identified. 
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3: Recommendations and Actions 

Introduction 

3.1 Section 2 summarised the context for each sport and the key issues that need to be addressed 
across Hinckley and Bosworth drawing upon supply and demand modelling, consultation and 
site visits. The full assessment of issues identified, modelling and evaluation of options using 
site specific modelling is set out under separate cover (assessment report). Section 2 also 
included scenario modelling on the projected impact of future population growth. 

3.2 While to date and for clarity, each sport has been considered separately within this strategy, 
recommendations should be implemented strategically, considering opportunities for 
partnerships between sports. There are some good examples of sustainable clubs and multi 
sport partnerships already and these provide foundations for a successful future delivery model. 
It will be essential to ensure that good practice and insight from these successful ventures is 
spread across the Borough through knowledge sharing and effective training and guidance. 

3.3 Table 3.1 sets out recommendations and action plans to address the key issues that have been 
identified for each sport. It briefly summarises the recommendation, identifies the sites that 
should be considered for the delivery of the recommendation (where appropriate) and provides 
an indication of the timeframe and the lead responsibility. 

3.4 Table 3.2 provides an outline of the sites in the Borough and the action required at each. 

3.5 With regards timescales, it should be assumed that; 

 short term represents actions to be considered within next two years; 

 medium term - 3 - 5 years; and 

 long term - 5 years plus. 
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Table 3.1: Action Plan 

Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

C1 Cricket Retain the existing quantity of 
grass cricket pitches in the 
borough 

All sites Ensure that the list set out reflecting sites 
to protect in this strategy is up to date. 

Incorporate a policy within the local plan 
review that seeks to protect sports facilities 
(including cricket pitches) using the list of 
sites in this strategy document as a base. 
This should link with the priorities of this 
document and take into account the 
monitoring and review process which may 
see updates occur. 

Ensure that the findings of this assessment 
are considered when making decisions 
relating to playing fields. 

Short Term HBBC 

 Swallows Green 

 Higham on The Hill Cricket Club 

Address identified issues with security of 
tenure by supporting clubs in negotiations 
with providers. 

 Swallows Green - lease requires 
immediate renegotiation 

 Higham on the Hill - land owned 
by church. Concerns about longevity 
of access to site. 

Short Term HBBC / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 

C2 Capacity is currently sufficient at 
all sites to accommodate current 
and projected future (trends 
based) demand. While there are a 
small number of teams displaced 

rd
(3 teams playing at other teams 
in the borough), there are also 
teams from outside Hinckley and 

All clubs currently have sufficient 
capacity.  Clubs that are nearer to 
capacity and where small increases in 
participation may see facilities become 
constrained are; 

 Hinckley Amateurs 

Regularly review club capacity issues (at 
least annually to ensure that participation 
is not constrained by a lack of facilities). 

Ongoing ECB / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 

Work with the ECB, Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club and Leicestershire and 
Rutland Cricket League to bring Langdale 
Park into use as a new venue for the 

Short Term HBBC 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Bosworth travelling in due to the 
capacity that is available. 

There is no existing evidence to 
suggest that further grass pitches 
are required to meet current or 
future demand based on current 
participation, however addressing 
low levels of participation in junior 
and female cricket remains a key 
priority. 

Additional capacity can be added 
to existing sites through the 
provision of non turf wickets and 
training nets (see C3). 

 Ratby 

 Stapleton 

 Stoke Golding 

The successful introduction of initiatives 
to increase junior and female participation 
may see the above clubs (and / or others) 
reach capacity and require additional 
facilities. 

league. 

Boroughwide Review capacity at club bases once 
housing allocations and potential 
population growth are finalised through the 
local plan process. While there is currently 
capacity to accommodate the likely 
increase in provision, availability may be 
limited at peak time and further pitches 
may be needed to facilitate the additional 
play. 

Short – 
Medium 
Term 

HBBC / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

C3 Support cricket clubs in the 
development of off field training 
nets and non turf wickets to 
enhance club sustainability and 
improve overall performance. This 
might include: 

 the provision of non turf 
wickets (linking with C2) to 
support training as well as 
competitive play; 

 the provision of outdoor 
cricket nets at all club bases 
with a variety of teams 

Lack of (or lack of appropriate) practice 
facilities has been raised as the key 
concern for many clubs relating to both 
nets and non turf wickets and this was the 
key cause of poor quality ratings. 
Appropriate non turf facilities can also 
help increase the capacity of the site by 
providing an alternative to the use of the 
grass wicket for competitive fixtures. 

Added to this, training facilities are also 
essential if junior development is to be 
supported (and this is a key priority of the 
Leicestershire County Cricket Board, 
particularly given the underdevelopment 
of junior sections in this part of the 

Work with clubs to provide appropriate 
training facilities where there is evidence of 
need. This may include the provision of 
support and guidance in relation to the 
submission of external funding bids. 

Short – 
Medium 
Term 

ECB / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

county). 

Larger Clubs / Clubs close to capacity 
should be prioritised, specifically; 

 Hinckley Amateurs - Non turf wicket 

 Ratby CC - non turf wicket and nets 

 Hinckley Town - non turf wicket 

 Barwell Cricket Club - non turf 
wickets and nets 

 Earl Shilton - Nets 

 Alans Way - non turf wicket 

Other smaller clubs also requiring 
facilities are; 

 Stapleton CC - Non turf wicket and 
nets 

 Stoke Golding - non turf wicket and 
nets 

 Higham on the Hill - non turf wickets 

 Burbage Cricket Club - non turf 
wicket and nets 

 Market Bosworth - non turf wicket 
and nets 

 Twycross CC - Non turf wicket 

 Langdale Park. 

There are also no facilities at Markfield 
but this is used as an overspill ground 
only and therefore do not require facilities 
at the current time. 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

C4 Improve the quality of existing 
cricket pitches within the borough 
to ensure that they continue to 
meet with standards required for 
the Leicestershire and Rutland 
Cricket League as well as 
promoting the sport. This should 
include: 

 Ensuring that grounds 
maintenance schedules meet 
with ECB guidance and 
learning from best practice 
examples elsewhere 

 supporting required 
groundworks to improve 
quality of existing squares 
and outfields where issues 
are identified. This is likely to 
include; 

 addressing impact of 
public access 

 Outfield levelling 

 Work to improve 
condition of square 

 Improvements to the 
standard of club 
pavilions 

 Ensuring that all clubs 
have facilities 
appropriate to the 
standard that they play 

Groundstaff on all pitches regardless of 
ownership. 

Maintenance issues are a key priority for 
some clubs and these should represent 
the initial focus, specifically; 

Earl Shilton CC 

Market Bosworth CC 

Stoke Golding CC. 

Maintenance improvements are also 
required at Langdale Park Ialthough a 
review has recently been undertaken) 

Work with Clubs and Site Providers to 
review existing grounds maintenance 
procedures against ECB Best Practice 
Specifications and update to ensure that 
pitches are receiving appropriate 
maintenance and that best use is made of 
available budget. 

Short Term HBBC / Parish Councils 
and Clubs / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

Ensure that all groundsmen (all those 
maintaining cricket pitches) receive 
appropriate training and have ongoing 
input from IOG. This should include 
attendance at training sessions and 
support from ECB specialist pitch advisors. 
Consideration should be given to 
succession planning at each club 

Ongoing HBBC / ECB / Parish 
Councils and Clubs / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

Support clubs who share with football 
clubs to establish grounds maintenance 
regimes that take into account the dual 
purpose of the site and the extra impact 
that occurs as a result 

Work with clubs to establish means of 
reducing the impact of unofficial use on 
sites. Where successes are experienced, 
best practice should be shared across all 
clubs. 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / ECB / Parish 
Councils and Clubs / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

Undertake a review of the adequacy of 
machinery held on each site and work with 
the Leicestershire County Cricket Club to 
seek to establish a means of improving 
access to required machinery (for example 
the use of an equipment bank ) 

Short – 
Medium 
Term 

HBBC / Parish Councils 
and Clubs / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

46Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

            
  

 

 
       

    
  

 

  
    

   

 

   
 

    
  

   
  

 
    

  

 
  

  

 
   

  
 

 
    

     
    

 

 
   

    

      
    
     

  

   
  

 

     
    
    

    
     

 

  
 

 

    
    

  
 

Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

at in line with league 
regulations (sight 
screens etc). 

Alans way/Newbold Vernon CC - Some 
weeds in outfield and scuffing on wicket 

Barwell CC -Some moss and thatching on 
the outfield. Square cracking on older 
wickets 

Keats Lane /Earl Shilton CC- outfield is 
uneven in parts. Inadequate fencing has 
caused people to trample the outfield and 
club have experienced vandalism 

Higham on the Hill-Outfield undulating 
and has broadleaved weeds. 

Ashby Road/Hinckley Amateurs CC-Dry 
weather caused cracking on square and 
wickets. Pitch slightly sloping and uneven 

Hinckley Road Recreation Ground 
(Burbage CC) - Site used for informal 
recreation. Outfield uneven 

Hinckley Sports and Social/Hinckley 
Town CC Outfield has a few weeds 
but is well prepared. Even but issues with 
foxes and rabbits 

Jubilee Playing Fields / Altar Playing 
Fields Markfield Square uneven 

Langdale Park Square is uneven and 
has poor ball flight. Potential to extend 
square capacity longer term 

Market Bosworth Sports Club/Bosworth 
CC Weeds and funghi on outfield, 
vertidraining has taken place but field is 

Work in partnership with providers to 
identify the detailed improvements 
required through the use of detailed 
professional quality assessments. 

Short Term HBBC / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

Provide ongoing support to improve quality 
of existing facilities. This should include 
support to identify opportunities for capital 
investment to address existing identified 
issues and then ongoing appropriate 
maintenance techniques. 

Ongoing – 
Short To 
Long Term 

HBBC / Parish Councils 
and Clubs / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

poor. Requires reseeding 

Ratby Sports Club (Ratby CC) Damage 
to square. Outfield also uneven with some 
weeds. 

Stapleton Village CC - molehills 
encroaching towards pitch near pavilion 

Stoke Golding Recreation Ground - Some 
bare patches on wicket, sloping outfield 
and trip hazard from football lines. 

Swallows Green (Hinckley Amateur CC) 
- Weeds and fairy ring evident on outfield 

Clubhouse Facilities: 

Higham on The Hill, Hinckley Sports and 
Social Club, Burbage CC, Ratby CC, 
Stapleton CC, Twycross CC 

Support improvements to clubhouses 
where these are required through the 
provision of capital funding and / or 
preparing / supporting external funding 
bids to facilitate qualitative improvements. 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / ECB / 
Leicestershire County 
Cricket Club 

C5 Cricket Support the sustainable growth of 
cricket and clubs in the Borough 
by promoting communication 
between all of those involved in 
cricket. Clubs should be 
encouraged to join and share 
good practice to support accurate 
forward planning for all clubs. 

N/A – Boroughwide. Continue to engage with cricket clubs 
across the borough and develop a means 
of sharing best practice. This may include 
a relaunch of the cricket forum as well as 
drop in sessions 

Ongoing HBBC / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 

Continue to encourage clubs to engage 
with Parish Councils and other local 
stakeholders 

Ongoing HBBC / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 

Work with clubs to raise awareness of 
funding opportunities available and 
signpost to appropriate partners for 
support. 

Ongoing HBBC / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 

C6 Cricket Linking with the National Strategy, 
Cricket Unleashed, support the 
introduction of development 

All cricket clubs. In particular, target 
increases in participation at smaller clubs 
in order to ensure that clubs remain 

Support clubs in providing a range of 
activities to encourage new players to the 
game as well as to retain existing 

Ongoing HBBC / Leicestershire 
County Cricket Club 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

initiatives to increase participation 
in cricket. This may include; 

 Support for clubs and leagues 
in line with the national 
strategy 

 Providing more opportunities 
for children to play through 
schools 

 Initiatives to break down 
barriers to access - including 
indoor, small sided and new 
formats of the game 

 Promoting best practice and 
sustainability 

 Supporting and recognising 
the roles of volunteers and 
staff within the game 

 Supporting talent 
development pathways in 
cricket. 

sustainable. 

This is particularly important given the 
lower than average levels of junior and 
female participation within the 
Borough. 

members. This should include the 
introduction of new initiatives for women 
and girls as well as implementation of the 
All Stars Scheme and ongoing 
participation in Chance to Shine. 

BG1 Bowls To ensure the existing facility 
infrastructure remains sustainable, 
support initiatives to increase 
participation in bowls across the 
borough. This should include work 

All clubs, but focusing particularly on 
those that are identified as having low 
levels of membership: 

 Bagworth Bowls Club 

Relaunch the bowls delivery group to work 
with bowls communities to increase 
participation. Set realistic and achievable 
targets for the increase of bowls. 

Short Term HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

to remove several key barriers to 
participation in the sport including; 

 Barlestone Bowls Club 
Support clubs to undertake relevant 
marketing and promotion to increase 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

 Poor marketing and a lack of 
proactive promotion; 

 Struggle to recruit volunteers 
and heavy reliance on 
volunteers to manage and 
maintain greens; 

 Age profile of bowling clubs. 

 Desford Bowls Club awareness of bowls. This should include; 

 borough wide initiatives (such as a 
Boroughwide coordinated Hinckley 
and Bosworth Bowls event, promoted 
in the Borough Bulletin 

 The appointment of Bowls 
Development Officers at all clubs 
(building upon the successes of clubs 
where such positions have already 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Note that improvements 
in the quality of facilities 
provided will also help in 
the retention of existing 
and recruitment of new 
bowlers (BG3). 

been established) 

 individual club-based support 
including arranging training and 
guidance on promotion (such as the 
inclusion of articles in local Parish 
magazines) 

 practical guidance on member 
recruitment (such as the delivery of 
successful open days) and the 
creation of an online presence 

Both Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council and Bowls Leicestershire are able 
to provide direct support with marketing 
and promotion and it is essential that 
awareness is raised of the opportunities 
available. 

Work with clubs and providers to improve 
signage to existing facilities, ensuring that 
all facilities are well signed by both road 
and for pedestrians. Signage should also 
include information about the club, 
appropriate contact details and provide an 
open invitation to attend sessions to 
sample bowls. 

Short Term HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

Seek to implement other initiatives to 
further develop bowls. This may include 
engagement with GP referral schemes and 
other community establishments in line 
with National Governing Body priorities 

Medium – 
Long term 

HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

Explore opportunities to link bowls with 
other sports to maximise sustainability of 
facilities. For example, explore 
opportunities to create a walking club that 
use the Bowling Pavilion as a start and 
end point. 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Review policies on pricing (and support 
clubs to do to the same) to promote free 
membership to new members for the first 
year. 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / Parish Councils 

BG2 To ensure the existing facility 
infrastructure remains sustainable, 
support initiatives to increase 
participation in bowls across the 
borough. This should include work 
to remove several key barriers to 
participation in the sport 

Retention - all existing greens. There is 
no evidence to support the closure of any 
current greens as there are sufficient 
members to sustain viable clubs at each 
green (and participation is projected to 
increase). Indeed longer term, there may 
be a requirement to provide more bowling 
greens depending upon the success of 
BG1 as well as the housing growth 
targets following the adoption of the local 
plan. 

There are particular pressures on greens 
in the urban area, with number of 
members per green higher in this area. 

There are particular concerns around the 
lease (and the cost of the lease) for 
Sweet Pea Bowls Club. Loss of this site 
would place further pressures on the 
capacity of greens in the urban area. 

Ensure that the list set out reflecting sites 
to protect in this strategy is up to date. 

Incorporate a policy within the local plan 
review that seeks to protect sports facilities 
(including bowling greens) using the list of 
sites in this strategy document as a base. 
This should link with the priorities of this 
document and take into account the 
monitoring and review process which may 
see updates occur. 

Short Term HBBC 

Work with Sweet Pea Bowls Club to 
address concerns relating to the existing 
lease and the financial implications of this 
lease, as well as the uncertainties that are 
currently facing the club. A replacement 
green should be sought in the event of the 
loss of this facility 

Short Term HBBC 

Work with clubs to ensure that capacity at 
existing greens is maximised by rotating 
rinks. It has been noted that not all clubs 
currently rotate rinks and this can have 
implications for the quality longer term. 

Medium – 
Long term 

Bowls Leicestershire 

Continue to review bowling green capacity 
as population grows and the location of 
new development is finalised. Some 
greens already offer little spare capacity 
and may require an extension if they are in 
the immediate vicinity of new housing. 
Market Bosworth Bowling Green (which is 
a small green) is an example of this and 

Medium – 
Long term 

HBBC 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

several greens are also already functioning 
close to capacity. 

If efforts to increase participation through 
BG1 are successful, there may also be a 
need to provide additional greens 
depending upon the housing growth 
requirements determined through the local 
plan review. 

BG3 Support clubs in the improvement 
of existing bowling greens where 
issues have been identified. All 
bowling greens should include 
access to; 

 A green of appropriate 
standard 

 Adequate pavilion (including 
toilets) and shelter. 
Appropriate changing 
facilities are also becoming of 
greater importance as many 
clubs are now mixed 

Quality issues (many impacted by 
maintenance and machinery 
issues) arose as a key concern 
across the Borough and quality is 
a key barrier to usage. 
Appropriate ancillary facilities are 
also essential for sustainability. 

Ongoing training and mentoring 
will however be key to longer term 
success and there is also a need 

Maintenance issues -Thatching and 
fusarium (Barwell Sports Club, Sweetpea 
Bowling Club, Burbage Constitutional 
Bowls Club, Hollycroft Park, Hinckley 
Bowls Club, Rugby Road Recreation 
Ground) 

Playing Surface - Bagworth Bowls Club, 
Rugby Road, Desford Bowls Green, 
Market Bosworth (drainage), SweetPea 
Bowls Club 

Pavilion works - Basic requirements -
Bagworth Bowls Club (Expansion to 
include teas), Barwell Bowls Club 
(disabled facilities) Rugby Road, 
Hollycroft Park. 

Where possible, all clubs should have 
access to social facilities to maximise 
income and create a welcoming 
environment for clubs. 

Undertake detailed professional quality 
assessments / masterplanning to establish 
works required. 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

Support improvements to facilities where 
these are required through the provision of 
capital funding and / or preparing / 
supporting external funding bids to 
facilitate qualitative improvements. 

Medium 
Term and 
ongoing 

HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

Provide support and guidance for clubs in 
the compilation of funding bids to support 
required improvement work for existing 
greens. This should also extend to funding 
for machinery which is particularly 
important for bowls clubs. 

Short Term HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 

All clubs but Hinckley Bowls Club and 
Bagworth Bowls club identify particular 
concerns around existing maintenance 

Provide regular training and guidance 
events for bowls club on the management 
and maintenance of facilities. Ensure that 
training targets both existing maintenance 
teams and other club members to 

Short Term HBBC / Bowls 
Leicestershire 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

to maximise succession planning. 
Many clubs raised concerns about 
a reliance upon a small number of 
volunteers and the impact that the 
loss of these volunteers would 
have on the club. Bowls Clubs 
should have access to advice and 
guidance on management and 
maintenance. 

programmes and succession planning. maximise succession planning, enhance 
knowledge and reduce reliance on small 
numbers of volunteers. 

Work with bowls clubs and other fine turf 
maintenance sports to consider creatively 
how maintenance and machinery costs 
can better be managed to improve 
financial planning and club sustainability. 
This may include equipment banks / 
maintenance hubs etc. 

Short Term HBBC / Parish Councils 
/ Bowls Leicestershire 

Effectively publicise opportunities for Short Term HBBC / Bowls 
support to bowls clubs, ensuring that clubs Leicestershire 
are aware of the opportunities and the 
channels that they should go through for 
help. This should include improvement of 
links between Bowls Clubs and Parish 
Councils, as well as HBBC and 
Leicestershire Bowls. 

T1 Tennis Provide a hierarchy of facilities 
that effectively serves all types of 
tennis participants through the 
retention and protection of all 
existing public, school based and 
private tennis courts to maximise 
opportunities to increase the 
amount of tennis played in the 
Borough. 

All existing sites. 

The existing stock is sufficient to 
accommodate 2480 players. This is 
above the anticipated number of existing 
players, but below target levels based on 
LTA viability modelling. All existing 
facilities are therefore valuable and longer 
term more may be required if tennis 
participation was to increase. 

It should however be noted that in order 
to maintain a sustainable network of 

Ensure that the list set out reflecting sites 
to protect in this strategy is up to date 

Short Term HBBC 

Incorporate a policy within the local plan 
review that seeks to protect sports facilities 
(including tennis courts) using the list of 
sites in this strategy document as a base. 
This should link with the priorities of this 
document and take into account the 
monitoring and review process which may 
see updates occur. 

Short Term HBBC 

Following the Local Plan Review, review Medium – HBBC 
facilities, there is no evidence to suggest 

the requirement to provide additional Long Term 
that facilities that are no longer usable 

tennis courts to take into account the 
should be reinstated.  Instead, access 

needs of the new population. While there 
should be improved to school sites (See 

is capacity within the existing stock of 
T2) and club based facilities and grass 

courts, the degree to which this will be 
roots tennis encouraged at these 

adequate will be dependent to some 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

facilities, degree on the successful delivery of 
recommendations T1 – T4. 

T2 To maximise the use of the 
existing infrastructure, create a 
sustainable means of providing 
public tennis courts by evaluating 
innovative means of providing 
access to these facilities (linking 
with the new LTA strategy) and 
working with existing providers to 
improve access to current 
facilities. 

Hollycroft Park 

Parish Council tennis courts 

 Linking with the LTA strategy, identify 
appropriate access and management 
solutions for the successful delivery of 
the facility - this should include a 
review of the technology available to 
control and monitor usage and to 
enable online booking. Online booking 
can be linked with access systems 
ensuring that all fees are collected 
and that attendants are not required to 
open the courts 

 Undertake relevant marketing and 
promotion to increase awareness of 
the facility. The LTA are able to 
support with this 

Short – 
Medium 
Term 

HBBC / LTA 

School sites, particularly those in areas of 
the borough where there are no other 
opportunities for tennis; 

 Heath Lane Academy (Earl 
Shilton) 

 Hastings High School (Burbage) 

 South Charnwood High School 

 Brookvale / Groby Learning 
Campus 

 St Martins Catholic Academy 
(Stoke Golding) 

Work with schools to identify potential 
opportunities to develop satellite clubs at 
their site. 

Engage with schools / Schools Letting 
Agents with a view to maximising use of 
the facility for the public and promoting the 
facilities that are available. Agree 
management arrangements and consider 
the impact of using school facilities that are 
not available all year (ie are shared with 
netball) 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA 

Linking with the LTA strategy, identify 
appropriate access and management 
solutions for the successful delivery of the 
facility - this could potentially link with 
access systems used for the public 
facilities, providing a joined up approach 
across the borough 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Quality improvements may be required at 
identified schools in order to ensure that 
courts are fit for community use 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA 

Undertake relevant marketing and 
promotion to increase awareness of the 
facility 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA 

Implement sports development initiatives 
to encourage take up of tennis and use of 
the new facility both for pupils within the 
school and the surrounding community. 

Key clubs; 

Market Bosworth Tennis Club 

Work with clubs to implement access 
solutions to promote pay and play. Market 
Bosworth Club is a key priority as this is 
the only facility for tennis in the town. The 
club also identify this as a priority 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA, HBBC 

T3 Support clubs in the improvement 
of facilities where issues have 
been identified. Club should have 
access to; 

 courts of an appropriate 
standard 

 Adequate pavilion (including 
toilets) and shelter 

Hinckley Tennis Club - site approaching 
capacity and club may require long term 
relocation and expansion if membership 
continues to grow (there is currently 
space for only 50 more members). In the 
interim, the clubhouse and changing 
accommodation are all poor but playing 
surface is acceptable 

Work with club to establish opportunities 
for relocation and expansion. This should 
result in an improvement to the capacity of 
existing facilities (increased number of 
courts) and it should be ensured that 
facilities of appropriate quality are 
provided. Access solutions to maximise 
usage should also be considered linking 
with the LTA facility strategy. It is likely that 
this will entail a detailed feasibility study on 
any sites / land identified as being suitable 

Short Term LTA / HBBC 

Ensure that any potential relocation and 
expansion is fed into the local plan review 
process 

Short Term HBBC 

Sport in Desford Work with club to improve playing surface 
through patching and sealing of courts. 

Medium 
Term 

LTA 

Market Bosworth Tennis Club Work with club on ongoing basis to support 
qualitative improvements that are required. 
There are no short-term improvement 

Ongoing LTA 
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Recomm 
endation 

Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

needs. 

T4 Support initiatives to increase the 
number of tennis players across 
the Borough and maximise 
awareness of the facilities that are 
available. Analysis demonstrates 
that there is capacity to increase 
the usage of facilities at all levels 
of the hierarchy (Public / School / 
Club) 

Boroughwide Engage with clubs on an individual basis to 
provide sports development support and 
advice on promotion and marketing. This 
may include Borough wide promotion 
(such as the Borough Bulletin and a 
coordinated approach to open days) as 
well as more localised promotion such as 
Parish newsletters. 

Short Term HBBC / LTA 

Support the clubs in engaging with local 
schools 

Medium 
Term 

HBBC / LTA 

Maximise promotion of existing public 
tennis courts by enhancing awareness of 
facilities in parks through effective signage 
(at edge of parks, providing full details of 
opportunities available) as well as an 
effective online presence 

Short Term HBBC 

Linking with T2, work with schools 
currently offering pay and play tennis to 
promote the opportunities available and 
make better use of the existing facilities. 

Medium – 
Long Term 

LTA 

Seek to develop new participation Short – HBBC / LTA 
initiatives at public park sites to raise Medium 
awareness of the facilities available and to Term 
encourage new players into the sport. 

Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

R1 Rugby 
Union 

Ensure that all clubs have secured access to 
sufficient pitches and ancillary facilities initially 
through the protection and retention of the 
existing sites 

Seek to address capacity issues at existing sites 
by adding additional capacity through qualitative 
improvements as well as new facilities where 
required. 

All existing club based rugby 
pitches; 

 Market Bosworth 
RFC 

 Hinckley RFC 

 Burbage RFC 
(Britannia Fields) 

Hinckley RFC 

Incorporate a policy within the local plan 
review that seeks to protect sports 
facilities (including rugby union pitches) 
using the list of sites in this strategy 
document as a base. This should link 
with the priorities of this document and 
take into account the monitoring and 
review process which may see updates 
occur. 

Ensure that the findings of this 
assessment are considered when making 
decisions relating to playing fields. 

Support Burbage RFC in work to extend 
their lease on the Britannia Playing Fields 
(this currently runs out in 2022). Seek to 
link this extension with ongoing 
discussions around the provision of a 
new pavilion on this site. 

Review the additional requirements for 
rugby union arising from housing growth 
in the context of the existing rugby clubs 
using the New Development Calculator. 
The need for two additional pitches to be 
created should be considered. This 
decision is likely to depend upon how 
(and if) recommendations R1 – R4 have 
been delivered. 

Although maintenance specification is 
reasonable on some pitches, there is 
scope to enhance this particularly on 
pitches 3 and 4. Maintenance schedules 
should be regularly reviewed in line with 
the finance available to ensure that 
capacity is maximised. 

Short Term 
and Ongoing 

Short Term 

Medium 
Term 

Short Term 

HBBC 

Club / RFU 

HBBC / RFU 

Club / RFU R2 

Further investment into drainage is also 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Burbage RFC 

Market Bosworth RFC 

required - recent installations have not 
been successful and this is under review, 
and further drainage works may be 
needed to ensure that capacity is 
retained. 

While pitch provision is sufficient, there is 
a lack of capacity to accommodate on 
site training. Explore the potential to 
secure access to the existing 3G AGP at 
Leicester Road for the rugby club. Should 
this be successful, the surface would also 
require resurfacing to a World Rugby 
approved surface. 

Work with club and Parish Council to 
review existing maintenance regime and 
enhance this to improve capacity of 
existing pitches. 

Longer term, if the club was to achieve 
growth aspirations, additional provision 
may be required at peak time. 

Continue to work with club to review and 
improve existing maintenance regime. A 
capacity of at least 2 is required for pitch 
provision to be sufficient to meet 
demand. 

Invest in drainage improvements to 
ensure that capacity is maintained and 
that improvements to maintenance 
procedures are not in vein 

Short Term 

Long Term 

Ongoing 

Medium Term 

RFU 

Club / Parish Council 

RFU / Club 

RFU / Club 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Ensure that all sites are equipped to manage on 
site training and that training load is spread over 
existing pitches (rather than focused on one 
where possible) through the effective provision 
of floodlights. 

Ensure that clubs are supported by appropriate 
ancillary facilities including both adequate 
changing accommodation and accompanying 
clubhouse 

Market Bosworth RFC 

Hinckley RFC 

Burbage RFC 

Burbage RFC 

Hinckley RFC 

Following evaluation of opportunities, 
identify potential benefits to clubs in 
borough and review relevance of 
recommendations in R2 in the context of 
decisions made. 

Provide floodlights on a second pitch for 
Market Bosworth RFC to ensure that the 
impact of training is spread across 
pitches. This will not be required if 
training is relocated to an AGP 

Linking with R2, explore the potential to 
secure access to the existing 3G AGP at 
Leicester Road for the rugby club. Should 
this be successful, the surface would also 
require resurfacing to a World Rugby 
approved surface. 

Depending upon the outcome of above 
(provision of rugby AGP for Hinckley 
RFC) provide floodlights to enable on-site 
training for Burbage RFC. If an AGP is 
created to support Hinckley RFC, this 
could also be used by Burbage RFC. 

Work with Burbage RFC and Burbage PC 
to ensure that facilities that are to be 
provided as part of a site upgrade meet 
with RFU specifications and long-term 
club requirements 

Refurbish and extend existing Hinckley 
RFC changing accommodation to ensure 
that sufficient changing rooms are 
provided for the number of pitches that 
are available and that all facilities within 
the rooms are within working order. 

Medium Term 

Short Term 

Short Term 

Medium Term 

Short Term 

Medium Term 

RFU / Clubs 

RFU / Clubs 

RFU / HBBC / FF and 
LRFA 

Club / RFU 

Club / RFU/HBBC 

Club / RFU 

R3 

R4 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

H1 Hockey 

Football 

Ensure that there remains sufficient sand based 
facilities to fulfil hockey need at both the current 
time and in the future by retaining at least one 
sand based AGP. 

Hockey clubs should have priority access to 
sand based facilities. 

Ensure that the quality of pitches remains 
sufficient to meet the needs of hockey clubs in 
the borough 

Support initiatives to introduce new participants 
to the game and to raise awareness of the sport 
in the Borough. 

Ensure that all clubs have secured access to 
sufficient pitches and ancillary facilities initially 
through the protection and retention of the 
existing sites 

Dixie Grammar School 

Dixie Grammar School 

Boroughwide, long term 
target would be to engage all 
schools in the borough with 
hockey. 

All football pitches identified for 
protection. 

Seek to ensure that named facilities 
should be are retained as sand based. 

Build a relationship with schools and 
ensure that appropriate agreements are 
in place to maximise community use and 
to support priority access for hockey 
clubs 

Monitor club development and the 
adequacy of existing facilities to meet 
demand on an ongoing basis. 

Review existing maintenance procedures 
in conjunction with England Hockey and 
ensure appropriate routine maintenance 
procedures and sinking funds are in 
place to enable timely replacement of the 
surface. 

Work with schools to ensure that hockey 
forms part of the curriculum at both 
primary and secondary level and to 
introduce new participants to the game 
through the incorporation of hockey 
development within school activity. 

Seek to develop interest amongst the 
community in hockey in order to increase 
the number of hockey participants and 
redevelop the sport in the borough. This 
may involve the introduction of Back to 
Hockey sessions. 

Incorporate a policy within the local plan 
review that seeks to protect sports 
facilities (including football pitches) using 
the list of sites in this strategy document 
as a base. This should link with the 
priorities of this document and take into 

Short Term 
and ongoing 

Medium -
Long Term 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Short Term 
and Ongoing 

EH / HBBC 

EH / HBBC 

EH / HBBC 

Club / EH 

EH 

EH 

HBBC 

H2 

H3 

F1 

60Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 



 

 

            
  

 

              

     
   

  
  

  

      
      

 

       
   

      
     

  

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 

    

   

   

   

  

  

 

 

   

  

  

   

 

  

  
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 

      
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 

Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Maintain relationships with existing providers 
and ensure that formal agreements are secured 
for the long-term use of facilities. 

Support clubs in their growth and sustainability 
by promoting asset transfer / management 
agreements where clubs are able to 
demonstrate long term development plans and 
have achieved appropriate accreditations. 

Key School Sites – Bosworth 
Academy, Brookvale Groby 
Learning Campus, Hastings 
High School, Redmoor 
Academy, South Charnwood 
High School, St Martins 
Academy 

Swallows Green – lease 

account the monitoring and review 
process which may see updates occur. 

Ensure that the findings of this 
assessment are considered when making 
decisions relating to playing fields. 

Work with schools offering unsecured 

access to formalise community use 

agreements and ensure that roles of both 

schools and clubs are clearly defined and 

coordinated. Agreements should ensure 

that access to the community is protected 

(both in terms of physical access but also 

consistent pricing policies etc) and should 

promote the creation of effective school 

club links. 

This links with F3, the provision of 3G 

pitches – where new 3G pitches are 

provided on a school site, community use 

of grass pitches and quality standards 

should be agreed as part of the same 

process. 

Support clubs in the renewal and 

Short Term 

Medium 

HBBC / LRFA 

HBBC / LRFA 

F2 

expires 2020 

All 

extension of leases where this is required 
to ensure ongoing access to appropriate 
facilities 

Seek to draft a policy on leasing clearly 
stating the criteria that need to be met 
and the business planning that needs to 
be undertaken in order to open 
discussions relating to leasing of 
facilities. 

Term 

Medium -
Long term 

HBBC 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

F3 Address capacity issues identified across the 
Borough through the creation of a network of 3G 
AGPs to be used for both matches and training. 

3g pitches should be provided in conjunction 
with full changing facilities (see F5) and ideally 
alongside grass pitches. 

Pitches should be developed in locations where 

they can effectively serve at least two partner 

clubs and where they can ideally contribute 

towards alleviating the pressures that have been 

identified on existing sites. 

Six pitches are required to meet baseline 

demand. A further pitch may be required to meet 

demand generated by additional housing 

development based on modelling scenarios. 

Further grass pitch provision may also be 

necessary to accommodate demand arising from 

new housing development linked with the local 

plan. 

The key centres where 
capacity is particularly 
compromised and where 
there is a concentration of 
clubs to benefit from new 
provision are listed below. 
Sites should be selected 
following detailed 
investigation and the 
following criteria should be 
taken into account; 

 Location and 
access, including 
availability of parking 

 Community use 

 Potential for 
floodlighting 

 Links with grass 
pitch hub 

 Partnership funding. 

The following areas should 
be considered – the sites 
listed represent potential 
opportunities only and further 
sites could still be 
considered; 

 Barwell (Heath 
Lane High School 
conversion or Barwell 
Sports Club) 

Develop a business case and sustainable 
business model for the provision of 5 -6 
AGPs across the Borough. 

This should include decision making 
around site location and the operators of 
each site as well as agreement on 
funding arrangements and financial 
viability modelling. 

Where a 3g pitch is provided at a school 
site, it should be ensured that secured 
access to the grass playing fields is part 
of the long-term access agreement 
created. 

Sites may be new venues, or in some 
instances there may be opportunities to 
convert sand-based pitches to 3g AGPs 
(where sand-based facilities are not 
identified as being required for hockey). 

Work with the LRFA and chosen venues to 
deliver 3G AGPs, ensuring effective 
programming. Support providers in the 
creation of a sinking fund. All pitches should 
be tested for inclusion on the FA register (to 
ensure that they can accommodate both 
training and matches). 

Work with partner clubs for each site ensure 
that programming effectively meets club needs 
for both training and match play. 

Continue to monitor requirements for 3g 
AGPs, considering particularly changes 
to FA demand parameters as part of the 
new strategy document (which will see 
demand increase to 6 AGPs) and the 
requirement for at least one additional 3g 
AGP that will be generated by new 
housing (once the Local Plan is 

Short Term 

Short 
Medium 
Term 

Short 
Medium 
Term 

LRFA / Providers / 
HBBC 

HBBC, LRFA, 
Venues 

HBBC / LRFA 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Ensure that grass pitches are of appropriate 
quality both to retain existing levels of capacity 

 Market Bosworth – 
Bosworth School or 
Market Bosworth Sports 
Club 

 Desford – Bosworth 
Academy 

 Hinckley – Hinckley 
Academy and John 
Cleveland Sixth Form 
conversion / Redmoor 
Academy 

 Markfield – South 
Charnwood High School 

 Groby – Brookvale 
Learning Campus 
(although 3g pitch not 
currently considered 
priority for the school) 

Areas of growth – new pitch 
provision to be potentially 
located on large strategic 
sites. 

Should Brookvale Learning 
Campus be converted to 3G 
it should only be done after 
consultation with England 
hockey and only once all 
Hockey clubs that play at the 
school have found 

alternative sites. 

Almost all football pitches in 
the borough are categorised 

confirmed). 

Review requirements for additional grass 
provision once levels of housing growth 
are finalised through the local plan 
process. Current scenario testing 
suggests that three adult football pitches, 
six youth and up to 10 mini football 
pitches may be required. The Sport 
England New Development Calculator 
should be used to finalise requirements 

Work with clubs, Parish Councils and 
other providers to review grounds 

Short Term 

Short Term 

HBBC / LRFA 

HBBC, Parish, LRFAF4 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

and to enhance player experienced. The key 
issues that need to be addressed include; 

 Pitch maintenance regimes 

 Drainage (frequently caused by compaction, 
which can be the result of a poor 
maintenance regime) 

 Pitch surface improvements. 

Many existing quality issues at key sites are 
linked to use of the facilities for both matches 
and training (particularly where pitches are 
approaching a poor classification and are 
therefore unable to take this level of play, 
notably later in the season). The high levels of 
use result in compaction, which then also 
creates drainage issues. 

Successful delivery of F3 (network of 3g 
pitches) should also contribute towards quality 
improvements as it is intended that this will 
reduce the level of use of grass pitches. 

at lower standard. There are 
issues with maintenance 
programmes, concerns 
about drainage and some 
compaction that is evident. 

It is likely that improved 
maintenance may address 
many of the other issues 
identified. 

Priority should be given to 
the improvement of sites 
accommodating large 
numbers of teams first in 
order to maximise the benefit 
to football: Key sites include; 

 Caterpillar Sports 
Pitches – drainage, 
compaction and levelling 

 Clarendon Park– 
maintenance, 
compaction, 

 Westfield 
Community College – 
maintenance, 
compaction 

 Market Bosworth 
Sports Club – review of 
recently installed 
drainage 

 Ratby Sports 
Ground -drainage issues 

maintenance contracts to ensure 
specification is achieving required 
outputs and that maintenance is tailored 
to club requirements and ground 
conditions. This should include a review of 
machinery used and a skills audit, as well as 
the overall maintenance specification for each 
pitch. 

Seek to initiate meetings with the FA in 
order to start the process and determine 
the works that are required. A strategic 
approach should be taken, with reviews 
focusing upon the larger sites where the 
biggest impact can be felt. This should 
link in with the FA Pitch Improvement 
programme. 

Following completion of a grounds 
maintenance review, explore 
opportunities to make any necessary 
improvements to ensure that any 
changing requirements are effectively 
delivered. This may include sourcing 
machinery and or the provision of 
training. 

The FA pitch improvement programme 
may offer the potential to support the 
successful delivery of this objective for 
some providers and machinery banks 
should also be considered. 

Support clubs who share with cricket 
clubs to establish grounds maintenance 
regimes that take into account the dual 
purpose of the site and the extra impact 
that occurs as a result 

Work with clubs to establish means of 

and ongoing 

Short Term 
and ongoing 

Short Term 
and ongoing 

HBBC, Parish, LRFA 

LRFA 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

 Richmond Park, 
maintenance (weeds, 
thatching and 
compaction) drainage, 

 Brookvale Learning 
Campus – maintenance 
and drainage 

 South Charnwood 
high School – 
maintenance, 
compaction 

reducing the impact of unofficial use on 
sites. Where successes are experienced, 
best practice should be shared across all 
clubs. 

Following the review of maintenance 
procedures, provide ongoing support to 
improve the quality of existing facilities. 
This should include support to identify 
opportunities for capital investment to 
address existing identified issues and 
then support with ongoing appropriate 
maintenance techniques to ensure that 

Key hub 
sites – short 
term 

Other sites -

Medium – 
long Term 

Other sites requiring 
improvement are: 

Alans Way Sports Field – 
maintenance (evidence of 
weeds), compaction 

Barlestone St Giles FC – 
maintenance and 
compaction 

Britannia Park – 
maintenance, levelling, new 
goals required 

Colts Close – drainage, 
levelling and compaction. 
Maintenance review also 
required 

Dovecote Pavilion – club 
require more machinery to 
improve maintenance 

the benefits of the investment are fully 
experienced. 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Hinckley Road Recreation 
Ground – maintenance and 
compaction 

Kirkby Road – maintenance 
(weeds), undulation and 
compaction. Burnt on line 
markings are hazard 

Langdale Park – 
maintenance, compaction, 
drainage, levelling 

Old Colliery Ground – 
maintenance 

Sketchley Hill Recreation 
Ground – compaction, 
undulation 

Sport in Desford – 
maintenance (weeds and 
compaction) 

Stoke Golding Recreation 
Ground – compaction, 
drainage 

Witherley United – 
maintenance, drainage, 
levelling 

Hastings High School – 
weeds and compaction, 
maintenance review required 
due to evidence of weeds on 
site 

Redmoor Academy – 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Ensure that the stock of facilities includes 
appropriate accommodation where it is wanted 
and where it is needed to comply with league 
regulations and Sport England Health and 
Hygiene guidelines. 

This should include; 

 Access to full changing accommodation for 
adult teams if desired (note that some adult 
teams seek sites with no changing in order 
to ensure participation remains affordable 

 Access to a minimum of toilets and 
handwashing facilities for younger teams 

All newly created hub sites (which are based 
around the 3g AGPs) should include full good 
quality changing accommodation. 

drainage 

St Martins Academy, 
compaction and levelling 

Hammonds Park – drainage 
and levelling 

There are also compaction 
and drainage issues at 
Heath Lane School and 
Hinckley Academy but a lack 
of existing community use 
means that these are of 
lower importance 

While ideally all sites would 
include full changing 
accommodation, it is 
necessary to ensure that a 
sustainable approach is 
taken. 

Changing facilities should 
therefore be provided on all 
multi pitch sites and a 
minimum of toilets / 
handwashing facilities on 
sites serving younger 
players. Hub sites should 
contain a full complement of 
good quality changing 
facilities. 

Changing facilities 
appropriate to female and 
girls teams will also be 
required where sites host 

Support improvements to clubhouses 
where identified criteria are met through 
the provision of capital funding and / or 
preparing / supporting external funding 
bids to facilitate qualitative 
improvements. 

Short Term 
(hub sites) 

Medium – 
Long term 
(other 
venues) 

LRFA / Providers F5 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

these teams. 

Key priority for new / 
improved changing rooms is 
therefore directly linked to 
the provision of new AGPs 
(F3). 

Other large sites that do not 
benefit from a new AGP 
should then become priority. 
These include Caterpillar 
Sports Ground. 

Sites where concerns about 
the adequacy of ancillary 
facilities have been raised 
include; 

Groby Brookvale Learning 
Campus 

Bosworth Academy to 
support access to any 3G 
AGP 

South Charnwood High 
School – lack of access to 
facilities 

Sketchley Hill Recreation 
Ground – lack of welfare 
facilities 

Stoke Golding – inadequate 
facilities for number of teams 

Caterpillar Sports Ground – 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

Support clubs to meet ground grading 
requirements where progress through the league 
requires this 

Support the sustainable growth of football 
participation by promoting communication 
between all of those involved in football Clubs 
should be encouraged to join and share good 
practice to support accurate forward planning for 
all clubs. 

changing facilities poor 

Old Colliery Ground (no 
changing but single pitch 
site) 

Hinckley AFC 

Barlestone St Giles FC 

Earl Shilton Albion FC 

Desford FC 

Boroughwide 

Work with the club to identify an 
appropriate ground Ensure that this 
meets with league requirements through 
any necessary upgrades 

Club facility meets with requirements but 
struggle to invest in maintenance and 
improvements. Link with F4 

Club have aspirations for progression but 
are not yet at required level. Maintain 
dialogue with club to ensure that facilities 
do not restrict progression if playing 
aspirations are achieved 

Club have aspirations for floodlights 

Continue to engage with football clubs 
across the borough and develop a means 
of sharing best practice. 

Continue to encourage clubs to engage 
with Parish Councils and other local 
stakeholders 

Work with clubs to raise awareness of 
funding opportunities available and 
signpost to appropriate partners for 
support. 

Short Term 

Short Term 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

Ongoing 

LRFA 

LRFA 

LRFA 

LRFA / HBBC 

LRFA / HBBC 

LRFA / HBBC 

F6 

F7 
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Recommendation Sport Strategic Recommendation Priority Sites / Areas / Clubs Action Timescales Responsibilities 

F8 Retain existing participants and deliver 
increased participation in line with the national 
game strategy by developing interventions that 
seek to: 

 Retain and support the existing affiliated 
male, female and disability teams. 

 Boost youth female football. 

 Increase the number of over 16s playing 
every week. 

 Provide innovative programmes and grants 
to provide a range of playing opportunities 
in education, clubs, leagues and other 
community settings. 

Strategy to link with FA 
priorities. Consolidating and 
developing participation will 
be key to success of football 
in the borough. 

Work with Leicestershire and Rutland FA 
and local clubs to maintain and improve 
participation across the Borough. This 
may include the introduction of new 
initiatives as well as the improvement of 
existing opportunities within Hinckley and 
Bosworth. 

Across 
strategy 
period 

LRFA 
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Table 3.2: Headline actions by Site 

Provided as a separate Excel document to support monitoring and update process. 
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Planning Issues 

3.6 As well as guiding proactive improvements to sports facilities across Hinckley and Bosworth 
Borough, this Playing Pitch Strategy and the associated assessment report provides evidence 
to underpin policies within the Local Plan. 

3.7 Specifically, this strategy will provide an evidence base for the review of the Hinckley and 
Bosworth Local Plan. It provides an understanding of the adequacy of existing provision as well 
as projected future need. 

3.8 Planning policy will be a key means of delivering many of the recommendations set out in this 
section and it is essential that the key principles of this strategy are embraced within updated 
policy. 

3.9 This sub section considers the implications of the strategy for planning specifically in relation to; 

 protection and disposal of playing fields; and 

 impact of new developments. 

Protection and Disposal of Playing Fields 

3.10 Analysis set out earlier in this strategy indicates that there are not enough pitches overall in the 
Borough and added to this, many of the existing facilities do not meet the quality standards that 
are required. The action plan recommends a series of activities to address capacity issues and 
to re-establish an effective network of pitches, including; 

 The provision of a network of 3g pitches across the borough. These will be provided on 

sites that also contain several grass pitches and will function as hub sites. They will also 

include full changing and welfare facilities; 

 negotiation of long term secure formal access agreements to school sites; 

 improvements to maintenance procedures; 

 linking with long term improvements to maintenance, investment to address quality issues 

to maximise the long-term capacity of key sites; 

 creation of extended facilities. 

3.11 As the stock of facilities is already insufficient, the site-specific table (3.2) indicates that all 
existing playing field sites should be afforded protection within specific policies in the Local Plan. 
This table will be reviewed as part of the ongoing monitoring of this document as strategy 
recommendations are delivered. 

3.12 While all pitch sites are currently valuable and required to meet local need, it should be ensured 
that policies are flexible and that decisions relating to pitch provision are made in the best 
interests of both the local community and for sporting activity in the Borough. This is particularly 
important when considering the replacement of one or more single pitch sites with a large multi 
pitch venue and or AGP. Schemes should be considered on their own merit and supported 
where there will be an overall sporting benefit (for example increased capacity through the 
provision of an AGP on a grass pitch where there is strong evidence to suggest that the AGP is 
required). 

3.13 The loss of any pitches should result in proceeds being reinvested into qualitative improvements 
and this should be required by policy. 
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3.14 It should also be ensured that the existing recreational amenity of sites is retained and is not 
compromised by new development. For example, where new development is initiated in close 
proximity to cricket fields, mitigation should be considered to ensure that the risk of ball strikes is 
minimised. New development should also not create issues with noise or lighting for existing 
sports facilities. 

Impact of New Development 

3.15 The NPPF advises that specific evidence of the need for provision should be provided alongside 
clarity of what provision is required. The most recent Sport England guidance and advice 
indicates that local authorities should; 

1. develop and maintain a robust and up to date evidence base for sporting provision (this 
PPS provides a starting point for this) 

2. use the evidence base to; 

 estimate the nature and level of needs that may be generated from new 
development(s) for sporting provision (this should be informed by the New 
Development Calculator); and 

 establish clear deliverable actions that have the potential to help meet the needs 
that will be generated from new development in the area. 

3. based on the nature of the actions, the level of new development in an area, and the 
realistic ability to secure investment into sport through CIL or planning obligations, decide 
how best to use the CIL and planning obligations alongside one another to deliver 
sporting infrastructure and to support development. 

4. where CIL is in place ensure that any sporting provision to be placed on the Reg 123 list 
is; 

 project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of planning obligations; 

 focused on high level priority projects of a strategic nature that CIL has potential to 
deliver rather than a long list of projects that CIL will never be able to fund. This will 
allow the potential for other projects to be funded by planning obligations; and 

 backed by strong high level officer and political support within the LA so that there 
is some confidence that CIL funds will be directed to the sporting provision. 

5. Where CIL is not in place, or where the wording of a Reg 123 allows for the use of 
planning obligations, ensure that; 

 any obligations sought are based on a tailored approach to each development, 
using the robust evidence base to help with clearly justifying the needs arising and 
how they are to be met; 

 a proactive approach is taken to planning for the use of planning obligations in the 
context of the current pooling restrictions (i.e. as far as is practical matching 
contributions to specific projects); and 

 a protocol is devised that ensures S106/CIL contributions are underpinned by 
evidence relating to potential projects from a playing pitch strategy or sports facility 
strategy that could help meet the need arising from planned developments in a 
Local Plan. 
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3.16 Further information can be found on CIL and Planning Obligations advice note 
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/community-infrastructure-levy-and-planning-obligations-advice-note/. This will be 
updated as legislation changes and therefore provides the most up to date guidance that should 
be adhered to. 

3.17 Key priorities for the delivery of playing pitches are set out in Tables 3.1 and 3.2. Table 3.1 
summarises the actions that are required to ensure that provision meets current and future 
requirements in terms of quality, quantity and accessibility, while Table 3.2 outlines the action 
needed at each site. 

3.18 This Playing Pitch Strategy identifies and outlines the facilities that are needed and the works 
that are required to ensure that provision continues to meet current and projected future need. 

3.19 To support local authorities, Sport England has developed a draft Playing Pitch Calculator which 
can be used to indicate how much demand will be created by a proposed development and the 
cost associated with this. Section 3 contains an application of the Sports Development 
Calculator based upon the most up to date available information relating to housing allocations. 
The use of the New Development calculator provides a standardised and transparent approach 
to the collection of developer contributions nationally. 

3.20 Planning obligations should be based upon an understanding of; 

 the type of facility needs generated by the development - this should be a local 
judgement depending, in part, on the population profile of the proposed development; 

 the quantified need for facility types - Sport England indicate that although the population 
of a single development (e.g. a small site) may not in itself generate demand for a full 
facility, it will still generate additional demand which should be quantified and met; and 

 whether the need for the identified facility types can be met by existing facilities. 

3.21 The calculator uses information from the Playing Pitch Strategy to provide an estimate of the 
demand from the population of new development. It does not take into account the current 
levels of unmet demand in an area and is therefore used alongside the findings of the Playing 
Pitch Strategy to determine the impact of the new development. 

3.22 The action plan included within this strategy document should be used to guide decision making 
relating to new provision and / or the improvements required to existing facility stock. 

3.23 In many instances, the amount of participation generated by each new development is likely be 
insufficient to require complete pitches or to justify the creation of only one or two further 
pitches. Investment should therefore be directed towards improvements of quality of existing 
pitches instead (using the strategy as a basis) or towards new provision on key hub sites. 

3.24 The strategy document identifies where new pitches are required and new developments should 
be considered as an opportunity to provide these where appropriate. In particular, for football, 
where large strategic sites are planned and where the cumulative impact of the additional 
demand is particularly high there may be a need for on site provision. 

3.25 The calculator also enables the consideration of likely costs associated with any requirements. 

3.26 While this strategy document contains an outline application of the new development calculator 
and a review of the likely implications on the adequacy of the pitch stock, it is the intention that 
the New Development Calculator should be run on a site specific basis for strategic sites to 
ensure that requirements are fully understood and provision requirements are tailored. This is 
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particularly important as clarity is not yet available on the level of growth that will take place in 
Hinckley and Bosworth and / or how this growth will be delivered. 

3.27 The application of this calculator should be supported by the Sport England Planning Manager, 
who will provide the most up to date version of the calculator and support with the interpretation. 

3.28 It should be noted that The Sports Facility calculator is reliant on the Team Generation Rates 
calculated as part of the Playing Pitch Assessment (which identify how many people in each 
age group it takes to make one team). For ease of reference, these are set out in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3: Team Generation Rates 

Sport and Age Groups Current TGR 

Football Adult Men (16-45yrs) 331 

Football Adult Women (16-45yrs) 9279 

Football Youth Boys (12-15yrs) 68 

Football Youth Girls (12-15yrs) 774 

Football 9v9 Boys (10 and 11 years) 40 

Football 9v9 Girls (10 and 11 years) 308 

Football Mini 7v7 43 

Football Mini 5v5 59 

Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 830 

Cricket Junior Boys (7-17yrs) 387 

Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 2391 

Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 0 

Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 355 

Rugby Union Youth Girls (13-18yrs) 0 

Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-12yrs) 606 

Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 8983 

Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 8983 

Hockey Junior Boys (11-15yrs) 0 

Hockey Junior Girls (11-15yrs) 0 

3.29 The above information should be used to inform the review of planning policy and development 
management consultations in Hinckley and Bosworth. 
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Ensuring the Quality of Pitches 

3.30 When determining the required quality of pitches, it is important to consider; 

 the standard of play at the site and expectations of users (including league requirements); 

 the demand on the site (the number of games played per week); 

 the need to facilitate concurrent usage by young people, women and other; 

 target groups through appropriate ancillary facilities; and 

 facility specifications from National Governing Body (NGB) strategies. 

3.31 Reflecting this, there are several factors integral to the successful delivery of a network of high 
sports facilities, stating that; 

‘Quality depends on two things: the needs and expectations of users, on the one hand, and 
design, management and maintenance on the other’. 

3.32 To ensure a high quality playing experience, where feasible and practical to do so all pitches in 
Hinckley and Bosworth should be; 

 of a high standard of maintenance, enabling the pitch to be played at least twice per week 
without detrimental impact and ensuring that sites are clean and attractive facilities -
maintenance requirements should be informed by NGB guidance and should be tailored 
to each individual site and the challenges that are faced; 

 have adequate welfare facilities that: 

 are flexible, fit for a variety of purposes; 

 which fully comply with the provisions of the Disability Discrimination Act; 

 provide for a number of different groups to use the facility at the same time, in 
safety and comfort; and 

 meet current standards - Sport England & NGB guidelines. 

 managed community access; 

 easily accessible by public transport and by car; 

 supported by sufficient car parking; 

 of a size that ensures pitches and run offs must meet NGB specification; 

 located in a no flood zone; 

 supported by security of tenure (at least 10 years) if a club is to be based at the site; and 

 for rugby clubs in particular, supported by floodlit training facilities. 

3.33 Sport England provides detailed guidance on the design of facilities and changing 
accommodation as follows; 

https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/natural-turf-for-sport/ 
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and this, alongside specific guidance from relevant Governing Bodies of Sport (The FA / ECB / 
RFU and England Hockey) should be used as guidance for both new facilities and 
improvements to existing sites. 

3.34 All new sites within the Borough and any modifications to existing facilities should be 
undertaken in line with this guidance. 

General Recommendations 

3.35 The recommendations set out in Table 3.4 supplement those in Table 3.1 and seek to ensure 
that the findings of the strategy are directly taken into account within the planning evidence 
base, as well as to drive participation across the borough. They also seek to maximise the 
future sustainability of facilities. 

Table 3.4: General Recommendations 
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Recommendation Responsibility 

General (G1) Ensure that the findings of the PPS and the 
recommendations and actions are used to inform the 
review of policy in the local plan. 

HBBC Planning 

General (G2) Once clarity is available in relation to both the 
quantity and location of new housing in the borough, 
the New Development Calculator should be run in 
order to fully understand the implications of the 
proposed new development. 

The findings of the New Development Calculator 
should then be integrated into the action plan 
(updating the existing document). This should also 
take into account the results of any monitoring work 
that has been undertaken on the PPS. 

The New Development calculator should also be 
used on a site by site basis (for strategic sites) to 
ensure that the impact of each development is fully 
understood. 

HBBC should liaise with the Sport England Planning 
Manager on strategic housing sites and discuss 
opportunities with Sport England and partners to 
inform wider policy as the opportunity arises. 

HBBC Planning 

General (G3) Ensure a coordinated approach to the multi-use 
demand for AGP across the borough. There are 
requirements for new AGPs to meet the demand for 
both football and rugby, as well as a need to protect 
sand-based provision for hockey. This should be 
coordinated through the Playing Pitch Strategy 
steering group. Joint working is required to ensure 
that facilities that are necessary can be delivered to 
the benefit of all three sports. 

All 

General (G4) Continue to support the improvement of health and 
well-being in the Borough through a coordinated 
partnership approach. The Council should coordinate 
all involved parties and linking with individual sport by 
sport recommendations, continue to build 
relationships with clubs through regular 
communication and updates. 

All 

General (G5) Linking with recommendations to drive participation in 
each individual sport, seek to establish effective 
means of marketing and promotion of sports facilities 
across the Borough. 

All 

General (G6) Continue to explore opportunities for partnership 
arrangements to provide sport and recreation facilities 
across the Borough and work to improve consistency 
in the stock of facilities. This may include working 
alongside Schools, Parish Councils and clubs. 

All 
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4: Monitoring and Review 

Monitoring and Review 

4.1 The implementation of the strategy will be monitored by a working group to meet biannually and 
it is anticipated that the strategy will be refreshed every three - five years. 

4.2 The evolving context of participation in sport, as well as the ongoing review of the Local Plan 
(which will commit to significant change taking place within the Borough), means that the 
monitoring and review of the strategy is as important as the initial preparation of the document. 
To keep the strategy alive, it is therefore proposed that; 

 the outcomes achieved from site / club specific investment will be monitored against 
targets established at the outset of the project; 

 quantitative changes to the pitch stock in the Borough will be monitored and recorded; 

 and an annual review of participation will be undertaken with support from National 
Governing Bodies, to identify any key changes to participation trends in the Borough, and 
the likely implications of these changes for the strategy; 

 the working group will review progress by all key partners on the strategy delivery, identify 
additional priorities and drawing on the data collated as part of the above three actions to 
ensure the strategy remains relevant and current; 

 all proposals involving changes to pitch provision will be considered by a small working 
group, with links to the development forums to be established (or retained) as part of this 
strategy; 

 the amount of funding for pitches (gained through S106 agreements) will be monitored; 

 updated scenario modelling will be undertaken when there is clarity on the quantity of 
new housing and how this will be delivered geographically across the borough; 

 provision of additional pitches and / or contributions towards the improvement of existing 
provision delivered in association with new development will monitored by HBBC 
Planning 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council - PPS Strategy and Action Plan 79 


	Structure Bookmarks
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan 
	Contents 
	Executive Summary 
	Cricket 
	Hockey 
	Bowls 
	Rugby Union 
	1: Introduction 
	Introduction 
	Vision 
	Strategy Development 
	Context and Wider Links 
	2: Summary of Sport Specific Issues and Needs 
	Introduction 
	3: Recommendations and Actions 
	Introduction 
	Table 3.2: Headline actions by Site 
	Provided as a separate Excel document to support monitoring and update process. 
	Planning Issues 
	Protection and Disposal of Playing Fields 
	Impact of New Development 
	3.34 All new sites within the Borough and any modifications to existing facilities should be undertaken in line with this guidance. 
	General Recommendations 
	4: Monitoring and Review 




