
Burbage Neighbourhood Plan Group response to John Slater, Independent 
Examiner’s, comments on the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence and the opportunity to respond to the issues 
you have raised. We note your intention to hold a hearing session and we would be 
pleased to host it at our village hall if that is convenient. In the meantime, we have 
discussed your initial questions and provide the following response: 
 
Quality of the Mapping 
We understand your concerns on the quality of some of the maps in the plan document 
and have been in liaison with H&BBC which has been able to provide a fresh set of the key 
maps. These can be included in the plan document at either A4 or A3 size. They include a 
clearer version of Figure 2 – Limits to Development. Please note that some of these maps 
are available at http://plan4burbage.co.uk/high-resolution-environmental-maps  
 
Village Boundaries are currently defined by the 2016 Site Allocations and Development 
Management Policies DPD. The existing Village Boundaries define the principal built-up 
area of Burbage. The Burbage Limits to Development extends the existing Village Boundary 
to include land which has since received planning permission for housing. 
 
Relationship with the Local Plan 
The current adopted plan for the area is the Hinckley and Bosworth Core Strategy 2006-
2026 (Adopted December 2009) and the Site Allocations and Development Management 
Policies Development Plan Document (DPD) 2006-2026 (Adopted July 2016). We are keen 
to avoid the unnecessary duplication of these policies, however for many local people the 
Burbage Neighbourhood Plan will be the starting point for planning decisions and therefore 
signposting the relevant policies of the Local Plan can improve legibility. 
 
What constitutes a planning policy? 
Some of the statements referred to are from the Burbage Village Design Statement 
Supplementary Planning Document and are intended to guide planning decisions. It would 
be our preference for these statements to be incorporated into the relevant 
Neighbourhood Plan policy if the Examiner feels able to recommend the necessary 
revisions. 
 
Local Green Spaces 
In November 2014 a Community Drop-in Event was held to enable residents to set out key 
issues for the Neighbourhood Plan. Residents were able to identify areas of open space 
they thought were special to Burbage and why. This was followed by a Questionnaire 
Survey over the period December 2014 to January 2015 which helped support the 
identification of green spaces that are used, valued or protected by local people. 
Feedback on the questionnaire results and further comments were received at a drop-in 
event in February 2016. As required under Part 5, Section 14 of the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012, Burbage Parish Council competed a 6-week Pre-
Submission Consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan between 9th October – 20th 
November 2016. Concerns about the identification of Local Green Spaces led to a review 
by the Qualifying Body which prepared a series of Local Green Topic Papers. Each site was 
assessed against the NPPF criteria and the number of proposed Local Green Spaces was 
reduced. These Topic Papers can be found at http://plan4burbage.co.uk/topic-papers , 
each paper includes an LGS map, however we can provide a set of clearer maps if 
required. 
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Housing Need for the Plan Area 
The Burbage Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies 
of the Hinckley and Bosworth Local Plan and it should not promote less development than 
set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies. The Core Strategy required 
the allocation of land for a minimum of 295 houses focused primarily to the north of the 
settlement. The residual minimum housing requirement for Burbage, as of 1 September 
2014 was 46 dwellings and the Site Allocations and Development Management Policies DPD 
subsequently allocated sites to meet this requirement. It follows that there is no 
requirement for the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan to allocate housing sites and it does not 
do so.  
 
In conformity with the Core Strategy, the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan supports housing 
development within Limits to Development. 
 
On Friday 14 June, H&BBC published a Residential Land Availability Monitoring Statement 
for the period 1 April 2018 – 31 March 2019. This Statement includes an updated five-year 
supply position, which incorporates recent changes by the Government to the definitions 
of ‘deliverability’ contained within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The 
Statement concludes that the Council is only able to demonstrate a 4.15-year housing 
supply at this current time. Consequently, many of the policies most important in 
determining applications for housing development are out-of-date, when taken as a 
collective. 
 
While the Local Plan may, in part, be out of date this is of no relevance to the basic 
condition that the draft Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the 
strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area of the local planning 
authority (whether out of date or not).  
 
The housing supply shortfall is only likely to be a temporary as the presumption in favour 
of sustainable development and the ‘tilted balance’ as per Paragraph 11 d) of the NPPF is 
engaged allowing developers bring forward sites under these arrangements. The proposed 
Burbage Neighbourhood Plan contains no housing allocation so Burbage will not benefit 
from the limited protection conferred by NPPF paragraph 14. So if the Neighbourhood Plan 
is ‘made’, the effect is neutral and the ‘tilted balance’ will remain. 
 
The Burbage Neighbourhood Plan has empowering local people to shape their surroundings 
with a plan that sets out a positive vision for the future of the area within a framework 
provided by the Hinckley and Bosworth Local Plan. The local community, both as 
individuals and through the Parish Council, have been actively involved in the consultation 
process. The local community now finds itself in a position where, late in the process and 
through no fault of its own, its plan could be undermined because its local planning 
authority cannot demonstrate a five-year land supply of deliverable housing sites. 
Nonetheless, we appreciate that Burbage will play a part in delivering a sufficient supply 
of homes within the context of the new Hinckley and Bosworth Local Plan which will set 
out the overall development strategy for the period up to 2036. Accordingly, we are 
committed to an review of the Burbage Neighbourhood Plan once the Borough Council is 
able to provide an indicative housing provision for Stoke Golding Neighbourhood Area to 
2036. 
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