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1.  Following my initial consideration of the Plan, I have decided that a 

public hearing   is   required   to   assist   my   examination   of   this 

Neighbourhood Plan. I propose to hold a one day hearing. This will 

commence at 10.00am on Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at the DeMontfort 

Suite at The Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics., LE10 0FR 

 
 

2.  This Note provides guidance as to how the hearing will be conducted, 

and includes an agenda and questions. 

 
 

3.  According to the legislation, the general rule is that the examination of 

issues by the Examiner is to take the form of consideration of written 

representations. However, the Act does allow the calling of a public 

hearing. 

 
 

4.  I have decided to hold a hearing to allow for the exploration of certain 

issues arising from my consideration of the plan and some of the 

representations made at the Regulation 16 Stage. The issues that I 

have asked to receive oral submissions on, were generally set out in the 

document “Further Comments of the Independent Examiner”, dated 3rd 

January 2020. That note also raised a number of other matters which I 

said could be dealt with by way of written representations. I would now 

ask that the responses to questions 20 to 24 from the “Further Notes” 

document requiring a written response should be submitted to me by 

5 pm on Tuesday 25th February 2020. 
 

 
 

5. I can assure all parties that I have considered, and will continue to 

consider, all written representations submitted at Regulation 16 stage 

including those made by parties, who I have invited to the hearing to 

address my specific questions, but whose comments covering other 

issues as well. 

 
 

6.  The hearing is open to the public to attend; however, the conduct of a 

neighbourhood plan hearing is set out in Schedule 4B to the Town and 

Country  Planning  Act  1990  and  that  specifies  the  parties  who  can 
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participate. The legislation specifically provides for oral 

representations at the hearing to be made by the Qualifying Body, 

namely Burbage Parish Council and the Local Planning Authority, 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. 

 
 

7.  In addition, I have asked that invitations be sent to one representative 

from a number of the parties representing land owning interest in the 

parish, who submitted Regulation 16 comments. I am inviting their 

contributions in respect of the specific questions that appear at the 

end of this note. Whilst inviting this number of parties, I intend to 

manage the debates so that we avoid any repetitive submissions. I 

must however stress that the hearing will not be examining the relative 

merits of possible individual sites and will not be considering whether 

specific areas of land should be allocated for development. 

 
 

8.  It is not my intention to invite representations from other parties at the 

hearing.  I have no objections if any party wishes to film or record any 

part of the proceeding or to use social media. 

 
 

9. Each participant party is requested to provide an outline Written 

Statement, in response to the questions I have raised, where it is 

relevant to the question I have invited their participation. Not all 

questions will be relevant to every participant.  Statements must be no 

longer than one side of A4 per relevant question. Participants are 

requested to use their Statement to outline their position in response to 

the relevant questions raised, and will still be able to draw on the 

information set out in their duly submitted representations. Statements 

must be     submitted     by     email     to     planningpolicy@hinckley- 

bosworth.gov.uk, by 5pm on Thursday 27th February 2020.  I will then 
 

ask the LPA and the QB to publish the statements on their respective 

websites on Friday 28th February 2020. 

 
 

10. It  is  for  the  Examiner  to  decide  how  the  hearing  is  conducted.  In 

particular,  I  shall  decide  the  nature  and  extent  of  any  follow  up 
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questions, and the amount of time for oral representations. The 

principle to be applied, is that questioning will be done by myself, 

except where I feel that questioning by other parties should be 

allowed to ensure the adequate examination of a particular issue, or 

to ensure that a party has a fair chance to put their case. 

 
 

11. We will take a short break during the morning session and the afternoon 

session. I will have an adjournment for lunch at a suitable moment in the 

proceedings. 

 
 

Agendas 
12. The Agenda will generally be as follows: 

 
 
 

(1) Opening remarks- by myself as Examiner 
 

(2)           Opening statement by Burbage Parish Council – I would 

like to offer the opportunity to the Qualifying Body to set 

out its overall approach to the neighbourhood plan. 

(3)           Discussion based on my individual questions: These 

will look in turn at the questions 1 – 10 which I have 

attached to this note and which are based on the matters I 

raised in my Additional Comments paper. 

(4) Examiners Closing Remarks 
 
 
 
 
 

Site visits 
 

13. I   have   already   carried   out   an   unaccompanied   site   visit   to   the 

Neighbourhood Plan area. I consider that it will be highly likely that I will 

want to carry out further visits depending on what matters come up 

during the hearing. I also need to see the views from the viewpoints 

that have been recently sent through to me by the Parish Council.   If I 

decide that accompanied site visits would be helpful it is likely that 

these  will  take  place  on  the  morning  following  the  Hearing  i.e. 

Wednesday  4th    March,  depending  on  the  time  that  the  hearing 
 

concludes.  I  will  confirm  arrangements  at  the  end  of  the  hearing 
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including whether I need to be accompanied on the site visits. 
 
 
 

14. The purpose of any site visit is simply to identify matters which have 

already been presented in the representations. No further evidence will 

be given on site. 

 
 

John Slater BA (Hons), DMS, MRTPI 
 

 

Independent Examiner to Burbage Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

John Slater Planning Ltd 
 

29th January 2020 
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QUESTIONS FOR THE BURBAGE PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
 

Question 1 
 

Is it appropriate for the plan to have such a short plan time frame, until 

2026  and  does  the  commitment  of  the  Parish  Council  to  carry  out  an 

immediate review offer sufficient reassurance? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Stantec on behalf of Barwood Land 

- Pegasus Group on behalf of Davidsons Developments 

Ltd 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
 

Question 2 
 

Does the decision of the plan not to allocate land for housing, beyond 

allowing development within the settlement boundary, ensures that the 

plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies in the adopted 

development plan? How does the plan meet the other basic conditions, 

firstly regarding how it contributes to the achievement of sustainable 

development, particularly meeting the plan area’s present and future 

housing needs and secondly how does it relate to Secretary of State policy 

and advice and in particular the objective of the planning system to be 

substantially boosting the supply of housing? Would delivering more 

housing than  required under the  2009  Core  Strategy be  unsustainable? 

How relevant is the inability of the Borough Council to demonstrate a 5- 

year housing supply, to the neighbourhood plan? 
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Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Stantec on behalf of Barwood Land 

- Pegasus Group on behalf of Davidsons Developments 

Ltd 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
 

Question 3 
 

What are the implications for the preparation of the neighbourhood plan of 

the Borough Council being not in a position to provide the Qualifying Body 

with a figure for how much housing the neighbourhood plan should be 

making provision for? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Stantec on behalf of Barwood Land Pegasus Group 

on behalf of Davidsons Developments Ltd 

- Pegasus Group on behalf of Davidsons Developments 

Ltd 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
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Question 4 
 

Do the combined constraints imposed by the proposed neighbourhood plan 

policies actually restrict options for the Burbage plan area to be able to 

deliver its appropriate contribution towards meeting the objectively 

assessed housing needs of the Borough/ or to make allocations in the 

emerging Local Plan. 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Stantec on behalf of Barwood Land 

- Pegasus Group on behalf of Davidsons Developments 

Ltd 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
 

Question 5 
 

Are the designations of the Local Green Space consistent with “the local 

planning of sustainable development and compliment investment in 

sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services”? Are the designated 

sites so “demonstrably special to the local community “and hold “a 

particular local significance” to justify ruling out development beyond the 

lifespan of the neighbourhood plan. NB I would point out that the Parish 

Council has clarified the extent of the 4 LGS designations in an email dated  

24th January 2020 which should be on the respective websites. 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
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Question 6 
 

Is the identification of other important green spaces justified on the basis of 

robust evidence? To what extent does their designation rule out 

development rather than identify features that warrant protection? Could 

the various policies that protect green spaces be rationalised? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Stantec on behalf of Barwood Land Pegasus Group 

on behalf of Davidsons Developments Ltd 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Springbourne Homes 
 

Question 7 
 

If the ridge and furrow features were to be identified as non-designated 

heritage assets, what should be the level of protection that the policy 

should offer? Would the sites be better identified on the Local Heritage 

Assets Map? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Marrons Planning on behalf of Linden Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 

- Boyer Planning on behalf of Persimmon Homes 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- Harris  Lamb  Planning  Consultancy  on  behalf  of 

Central England Cooperative 

- Pegasus Group on behalf of Davidsons Developments 

Ltd 
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Question 8 
 

Does the neighbourhood plan document adequately differentiate between 

what is a development plan policy, capable of being used to determine a 

planning application, and what is shown as supporting text/ justification? 

Does the Parish Council wish to propose to me possible amendments, which 

it would support, which would translate the  design expectations set out in 

supporting text into a development plan policy? What is the value of 

neighbourhood plan policy duplicating existing development plan policy 

that is already covering the area. Do the Policy Maps in the document 

clearly identify the features that are protected by the policies in the Plan or 

could they be rationalised or perhaps a single Policy Map? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 
 

Question 9 
 

Is the protection offered by Policy 11, which identifies an area of Landscape 

Sensitivity, justified and if it is, does the policy actually restrict to any 

meaningful extent the development potential of the land up to the 

motorway? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 

- Lichfields on behalf of Redrow Homes 

- RPS on behalf of IM Land 
 

Question 10 
 

Is the neighbourhood plan proposing to supersede any existing 

designations/ allocations of land  covered by existing development plans? 
 

 
 

Invitation to participate to be sent to 
 

- Qualifying Body 

- LPA 
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