
 

         

           

    

 

   

   

 

 

 

  

  

Newbold Verdon Equestrian Centre 

The Fields Farm 

Barlesone Road 

Newbold Verdon 

Leicestershire 

LE9 9NE 

25th February 2020 

Dear Ms Rea, 

Harry's Lane Expansion off B582 

In response to your letter dated 22nd January 2020 regarding Newbold 

Verdon Local Plan. 

I am writing to query quite a few points, mainly on the assessments of an 

area of land that we put forward for consideration for development during 

the pre-submission Neighborhood Plan stage. 

The points I would like to make are as follows:-

Site area & capacity 10.92 HA approximately 204 units 

We put the land forward as an expression of interest for the Local Plan. 

Why would the assessor rate it red as no formal application has been 

made for 204 units? 

Current Use "The site is a working farm and will need to be relocated it 

provides local employment and it will be expensive to demolish the 

buildings on site" 

The site is bare land with no buildings to demolish and no persons will 

lose their jobs if developed. Therefore, we feel it SHOULD be rated 

GREEN. 

Adjoining Uses "Surrounded by arable fields on three sides. 
Not near to the village envelope" 

There is one arable field on the eastern side of the 8 acre field that joins 

a arable field the rest borders either Harry's Lane or grass fields. 

The land is very close to the village envelope, in fact opposite, across the 

B582 from the Sparkenhoe Estate and Hornbeam Road Estate. 



  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

     

  

  

 

  

Topography "A gentle sloping site with levels that can be readily 

mitigated" 

This surely is a plus point as no site can be completely level and this 

gently sloping site will help with drainage therefore, we think it SHOULD 

be rated GREEN 

"Greenfield or previously developed land? A few ancillary buildings in 

place" 

As mentioned before in point 2 there are no buildings in place so maybe 

should NOT be rated RED 

Good quality Agricultural Land 

It already states in the report that the majority of the site is grade 3 lands 

and I would have not put much at all in "very good grade 2 qualities" so 

therefore, it should NOT be rated RED 

Important Trees Woodlands & Hedgerows "There are a number of medium 

and large trees dotted around the site boundary. A hedgerow is found to 

the three boundaries and one field subdivision. These will require 

protection". 

As the area we are talking about is mostly in quite a large field being 

almost 19 acres with only 5 mature trees on the boundary and another 

field of 8 acres with a few mature trees on the northern boundary only. 

These and the hedgerows can easily be protected so therefore we think it 

SHOULD be rated GREEN 

Relationship with existing pattern of built development 

As mentioned earlier no number of units has been mentioned so it would 

be speculation to comment on the amount of development. 

Local wildHfe considerations? Foxes, nesting birds, small mammals, 

butterflies & moths. 

As we all know you are much more likely to see a fox in a built up area 

than in the countryside. If.hedge rows are preserved the birds, 

butterflies and moths will carry on living in their natural habitat. 

Safe pedestrian access to the site 

This would be easily provided so maybe SHOULD be rated GREEN 



 

 

 

 

    

 

   

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

Impact on existing vehicular traffic? 

Vehicular access could be easily provided between the top of Mill Lane 

(North) and Main Street as the road there B582 is relatively straight. 

Therefore, rating should be NOT RED 

Safe access to Public Transport? 

If a pedestrian crossing was provided the public could easily access the 

village and bus stops. Therefore, we think this SHOULD be rated AMBER. 

Distance to designated village center & Co-Op junction. 

There is a pedestrian walkway at the North end of Hornbeam Road just 

across the road from the proposed site. Maybe only 200 meters to the 

Co-Op from here nowhere near 800 meters so NOT justified to rate it RED 

Ancient Monuments or Archaeological Remains? None found on site 

If there are none on site why should it NOT be rated GREEN? 

Rights of way & bridle paths? 

The rights of way could easily be used as they are, or with a little bit of 

sensible re-routing of the cross field path. This is not a major issue, as 

these can be used in the design of a new development to the advantage 

of the residents in getting access to the countryside so therefore SHOULD 

be rated GREEN 

Gas, Pipelines, Networks & Electricity Transmission Networks. 

"Two Runs of Electricity pylons need to be re-sited". 

There are NO electricity pylons on this site. There is a low voltage line on 

a wooden pole but this would probably be needed for the electricity 

supply of the site so SHOULD be rated GREEN 

Any contamination issues? 

"Yes, a couple of large spoil tips are found on the site". 

I don't know where this assessment was taken but we have NO pylons or 

spoil tips on our land, so this SHOULD be rated GREEN 

In summary, I have lived on this farm all of my life (60 years). I cannot 

recognize this piece of land from this assessment. 

Things like farm buildings to be demolished, 2 rows of pylons to be re

sited and 2 spoil heaps are just not there on any of the land on our farm. 
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