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The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP
10 Downing Street
London
SW1A 2AA







Dear Prime Minister

Firstly, I would like to congratulate you on taking office as this country’s new Prime Minister.

I am writing following a meeting of Hinckley & Bosworth full Council on 23rd July 2026, which considered a motion on the government’s recent decision for local government reorganisation across Leicestershire and Rutland.

I have attached a copy of the motion to this letter. You will note from its tone and content the Council is bitterly disappointed over the decision and the impacts that this will have on its local communities. 

This disappointment was expressed across the chamber, particularly in the context of the outcomes of the government’s own consultation on the options. The results you have published confirmed that over 70% of the 6,500 respondents preferred the North, City, South (three unitary) option submitted by eight of the 10 local authorities across Leicestershire and Rutland. This compares with only 7% supporting the City led proposal for two unitary councils.

I have been instructed to undertake urgent talks with other councils within Leicestershire and beyond about the potential for a legal challenge to this decision.

I would emphasise we have worked constructively and collaboratively at a local level and engaged well with your officials and senior government ministers on the development of our proposals which was overwhelmingly backed by residents, businesses and other key stakeholders across Leicestershire & Rutland.

We would therefore welcome this opportunity for you to visit and meet us to discuss options, given the strength of feeling over this decision.

Yours sincerely
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Bill Cullen 
Chief Executive
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